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ABOUT THE VISUAL STORY
We have prepared this visual story for audiences attending our Relaxed
Performance of The Amazing Celestial Race.
A Relaxed Performance is an inclusive theatrical experience designed for
individuals with neurodiverse needs. Less formal and more supportive of
sensory, communication, movement and learning needs, it presents the full
version of the production with minor modifications. For example, reduced
sound levels, and house lights remaining on but lowered throughout.
Material will also be provided to help attendees prepare for the experience,
including detailed directions as well as information about the plot and
characters. No one will be asked to leave during a Relaxed Performance for
making sounds and movements related to differing cognitive/
developmental abilities, and a rest area will be provided for anyone who
would like to step out at any time.
If you require any additional information or if you would like to discuss your
specific requirements, please contact us at by emailing
info@wildrice.com.sg.

Thank you and see you at the theatre!

About the Visual Story
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WILD RICE @ FUNAN
Performances will take place at The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ Wild Rice,
which is located on Level 4 of Funan Mall.
Address:
Wild Rice @ Funan
107 North Bridge Road
#04-08
Funan Mall
Singapore 179105

Arriving at Funan
This is a picture of
Funan Mall.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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There are two
entrances into the
building, and you can
enter the mall
through some
automatic glass
doors.

Entrance #1: Via
North Bridge Road

Entrance #2: Via Hill
Street
This entrance is
between McDonald’s
and Collin’s.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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The nearest lifts to Wild
Rice are located in
Lobby B, which you will
find between JD Sports
and Under Armour.

You can also reach the
theatre by taking the
escalators to Level 4.

The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ Wild Rice
This is a picture of the
entrance and foyer.
This is where people
wait for the doors of
the theatre to be
opened.
Other audience
members will be
there waiting to watch
the show too, so it
might be noisy and
crowded.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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You may need to wait
for the performance
to begin.
The doors to the
theatre will open 30
minutes before the
performance starts.
Our box office is open
for people to buy
tickets on the day.

The show is 1 hour 15
minutes long. There is
no intermission.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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The washroom is
located outside the
theatre.
Before the show
starts, or even during
the show, you may
need to leave the
theatre to use the
washroom.
The washroom is
located near the lift
on Level 4.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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Entering the Theatre
When it is time for the
audience to take their
seats, our ushers will
open the doors to the
theatre.
An usher will look at
your ticket and tell
you where your seat is
located.
An usher is someone
who works at the
theatre and is there to
help! So, if you have
any questions, feel
free to approach
them.
When you enter, you
will have to check in
using your
TraceTogether App or
Token.
Then you will scan
your ticket.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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Your seat can be
located in the Stalls,
Balcony 1 or Balcony
2, so please check
your ticket.

Your ticket (digital or
printed) has all the
information you need.
It will tell you in which
row and at what
number your seat is
located.

If you are seated in
the Stalls, there is one
entrance on the left
side of the big screen
in our foyer.

This is the entrance
for the Stalls - Door 1.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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If you are seated in
Balcony 1, you will have
to go up 2 flights of
stairs.
There are 7 white steps
and 24 wooden steps
up to Balcony 1.
If you are seated in
Balcony 2, you will have
to go up 4 flights of
stairs from the foyer.
There are 7 white steps
and 44 wooden steps.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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Inside the Theatre

When you enter our theatre, you will see the thrust stage – a stage
surrounded on three sides by audience members – which is where the
actors will perform. There are 348 seats in our venue.
From your seat, you may be able to see the stage and the audience on the
other side of the theatre. While you are waiting for the show to start, the
sounds in the theatre might be a little louder, because audiences are
allowed to talk before the show.
This is what the stage will look like before the performance begins. What
you can see is called the ‘set’, which is made up of all the things on,
around and above the stage that help create the world of the show. These
things can change to help transform our stage so that it will look like
different places in the play.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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During the Play

The lights will go on and off, and there will be music and singing as well
as talking. The actors will be portraying a lot of emotions but they are
pretending.
In a performance like The Amazing Celestial Race, there will be some
audience participation. Throughout the show, the actors will
occasionally talk to the audience.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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If you would like to step out during the performance, we have a rest
area available. This is located in our foyer, behind the decorated shoji
screens (pictured above).

It will be open 30 minutes before the start of the show.

If you are in the Stalls, head out of the doors, and the rest area will be
behind the screen.
If you are in Balcony 1, head down one level to the foyer.
If you are in Balcony 2, head down two levels to the foyer.

Wild Rice @ Funan
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After the Play

After the play is over, the ushers will open the doors and you should
follow their instructions in leaving the theatre.
The area around the doors and in the foyer might be crowded and noisy,
since everyone is leaving the theatre.
Outside the theatre, ushers will be giving out an Activity Book for children
that can be brought home.
That’s it! The show is over and you can go home. But we hope to see you
again at another show soon!

Wild Rice @ Funan
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THINGS TO NOTE

FOR THE RELAXED PERFORMANCE ON 5 MARCH, 2PM
• You will be able to enter and exit the theatre any time you wish.
• There is a designated rest area in the foyer outside the theatre.
• When you feel like returning to the theatre, you can come back in at any
time.

• There is a small monitor outside the theatre, where you can watch what is
happening on stage.

• We have made some adjustments to the sound and lighting in the play to
create a more relaxing experience for audiences. Do note that there are
speakers located all around the auditorium – they will be playing music
and sounds, and this can sometimes be loud.

• In The Amazing Celestial Race, adult actors play children or animals. And,
sometimes, male actors play female roles, and females play male roles.

• The washrooms are located outside the theatre.
• You can ask an usher to help you find your seat.
• The theatre will open 30 minutes before the show begins, so you can
enter and sit down with plenty of time before the performance starts.

• Please do not take any photos or film the performance. However, if you
need to use an electronic device for other reasons, such as for
communication purposes, please inform our ushers.
Things to Note
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WHAT HAPPENS IN THE STORY?
SPOILER ALERT!
PROLOGUE

The performance opens with the Jade Emperor’s Officials making an
announcement. They shared that it is the Jade Emperor’s birthday, and he is
turning Infinity Years Old. To celebrate, he has called for a race, in which all
animals are invited to take part. The top 12 will be declared Immortal
Guardians and be conferred a year in the Eternal Zodiac Calendar.
After making the announcement, the Officials start singing the first song of
the show, ‘The Amazing Celestial Race’. Interweaved through the song,
many different animals introduce themselves and share why they want to
compete in the race.
What Happens in the Story?
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SCENE 1

The day of the race is here. Two birds, B1 & B2 come in and introduce
themselves. They will be providing updates on the progress of the
contestants through the race.
An Official comes in to kick off the race with… “On your marks. Get set.
Go!”
SCENE 2
We meet the different animals as they team up with each other and as they
go through the race.
B1 & B2 fly back in and share that the contestants are about to come across
an obstacle they have to overcome in order to win the race - The Raging
River!
What Happens in the Story?
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SCENE 3

Cat and Rat are the first contestants to arrive at the Raging River. Cat is
scared of water and feels that she won’t be able to survive crossing the
river.
They see Ox coming towards the river and Rat comes up with a clever plan
to use Ox to help them both him and Cat to cross the river.

SCENE 4
We see a projection of Rabbit burrowing underground, and she pops up in
front of the river. She thinks she’s finished the race, but later realises that her
GPS has brought her to the wrong location!

What Happens in the Story?
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Rabbit tells us more about herself and how she’s the #LobangQueen. Horse
comes in and interrupts Rabbit, and they start trash talking. This leads to
Horse and Rabbit having a song and dance challenge to the song, ‘Tik Tok’
to decide who is more talented. Monkey, Goat and Rooster join in the song
too.
At the end of the song and dance challenge, the audience claps to vote for
who they think is the best.
SCENE 5
At the start of the scene, B1 & B2 come in to give an update on the race,
and how the Raging River challenges each contestant.
Rooster and Monkey then arrive at the Raging River. They put their heads
together to find a way to cross the river.

What Happens in the Story?

20

As they are debating what to do next, Monkey smells something in the air…
He climbs up a tree and sees a fire has started in a nearby village. They both
panic. Goat joins them, and imparts some age old wisdom.
Rabbit pops in and gets ahead of Goat, Monkey and Rooster by jumping on
the rocks to cross the river.

Goat, Monkey and Rooster manage to a find raft and quickly get on it to
escape the fire. They cross the river.

What Happens in the Story?
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SCENE 6

The scene starts with the villagers panicking as the fire is spreading through
the village. They ask for help from the Heavens, and pray for the Jade
Emperor to send a hero to save their village and spare their lives.
Dragon, who’s flying high up in the sky, and is currently in the lead, has to
make a difficult choice — should he put out the fire and save the village, or
keep going and claim the first spot in the race?

What Happens in the Story?
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He sings ‘Hero’ and decides that the right thing is to do is to save the
village. At this point in the show, Dragon comes out in his full form and
glory. He does a Dragon Dance to make it rain, which puts out the fire.

The rain keeps pouring and pouring. It causes the river to overflow and
flood the village.
The flood washes the villagers’ homes, their Fortune and a baby into the
river. They beg Dragon to help them, but Dragon can’t swim. Dragon calls
to Tiger for help to save the baby, as Tiger is the strongest swimmer.
Dragon convinces Tiger to try and save the baby.

What Happens in the Story?
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Dog, Pig and Horse arrive at the river. Horse gets ready to cross the river.
Snake comes in, sheds her skin and wraps herself around Horse’s leg to get
across the river.

Pig finds Snake’s shedded skin, and gets a brilliant idea. He blows up the
shedded skin to make a float, and uses it to cross the river. However, the
current is too strong and pulls him along. Dog quickly jumps in to help his
friend.
A villager enters and is crying because she lost her baby to the flood. As
she’s crying, Tiger comes in, after saving her baby from the flood. The
villager thanks both Dragon and Tiger for their help. Dragon and Tiger then
continue on the race.

What Happens in the Story?
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We see Ox, Rat and Cat in the river. Because of the rain, the current has
gotten stronger, and it’s making it harder for them to get across. Halfway,
Cat notices something’s stuck on Ox’s tail - the Fortune of The Entire Village.
Rat tells Cat to get rid of the Fortune as it is too heavy, and will make them
drown. Rat throws the Fortune away, and Cat jumps in to the river to try and
save it.
SCENE 7
B2 flies in at the finish line, and is awaiting the arrival of the first contestants.
Cutting it super super close, we see Rat, Ox and Tiger rushing to the finish
line, but they crash into each other and stumble.

What Happens in the Story?
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Rat ends up right before the finish line and quickly puts his paw down. He is
declared the first in the race, Ox comes in second, and Tiger comes in third.
An Official comes in to congratulate Rat for making it first. Ox is angry at Rat
for breaking their deal. But Rat quickly comes up with a story that paints Ox
as the hero, who helped other animals in the race. The Official commends
Ox for being so noble, for helping a fellow contestant cross the Raging
River.
Rabbit then pops up from a lobang and claims fourth place. With Dragon
close behind taking fifth place.

What Happens in the Story?
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Horse comes up from the water, but as she nears the finish line… Snake
jumps off her and claims sixth place! Horse comes in next taking seventh
place.
Monkey, Rooster and Goat comes up next. And they stop right before the
finish line, trying to decide who should be next.
Goat convinces Monkey and Rooster that he should be next as he’s older.
And Goat takes eighth place in the race. Monkey comes in ninth and
Rooster takes tenth place.
With only two spots remaining, Dog and Pig comes out of the Raging River.
Dog claims the eleventh spot. Pig is feeling tired and collapses to the
ground. Dog gets the audience to cheer Pig on and with their
encouragement, Pig crossed the finish line to take the twelfth and final
place!
What Happens in the Story?
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Then the Jade Emperor himself appears to congratulate all the winners. Cat
then bursts in asking the Jade Emperor to give her a spot in the Zodiac.

Cat had saved the Fortune of The Entire Village. For her brave and noble
deed, the Jade Emperor decreed that statues and figurines will be
fashioned in her image and be placed in homes, restaurants and many
other places and that she will be known as the Lucky Fortune Cat.
And with this, the Jade Emperor declared that the race has official come to
an end.
The show wraps up with the song, ‘The Amazing Celestial Race’.

What Happens in the Story?
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The Stage and the Set
The stage is the area in which the actors perform the play. The set is
made up of many different things that are on, around or above the stage
that can change throughout the show. These changes will transform the
stage and make it look like different places in the play.
While waiting for the performance to start, you can look at the parts of
the set:• During the show, Rabbit will be popping in and out of holes – or, as
she calls them, ‘lobang’ (which is Malay for ‘holes’) – on the stage.
• There are waves that will appear during the show. These represent the
raging river the animals have to cross. It is automatic and will move
during the show.
• During one scene, the Dragon will come out and do a Dragon Dance.
This is a big dragon puppet that is controlled by the actors.
• After the dance, rain will start to fall on the stage. Don’t worry, the rain
water will only be on the stage, and will not get you wet.
• As part of the show, there will be projections on a big screen that will
help to tell different parts of the story.
• The projection screen is hidden behind a rattan screen, which will go
up and down during parts of the show.

What Happens in the Story?
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The Characters in the Play

Jade Emperor
The Jade Emperor recently
turned Infinity Years Old. To
celebrate, he has called for the
kingdom’s animals to
participate in a race.

B1
B1 (and her friend B2) are birds
that will give you updates on
what’s happening in the race
throughout the show.

What Happens in the Story?
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B2
B2 (and his friend B1) are birds
that will give you updates on
what’s happening in the race
throughout the show.

RAT
Rat is the smallest animal, but he’s
so resourceful that he finishes in
first place.
(This actor also plays Goat and
B1!)

OX
Ox is focused and hard-working,
and he comes in second in the
race.
(This actor also plays Rooster, Pig
and the Jade Emperor!)

What Happens in the Story?
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TIGER
Tiger is brave and strong, and
ends up in third place.
(This actor also plays Rabbit and
Snake!)

RABBIT
Rabbit is quick, and pops ahead
of everyone in fourth place.
(This actor also plays Tiger and
Snake!)

DRAGON
Dragon can fly but gives up the
chance to win the whole race to
save the burning village! He ends
up coming fifth in the race.
(This actor also plays Monkey,
Dog and B2!)

What Happens in the Story?
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SNAKE
Snake is slippery and sly – just
enough to slither into sixth place!
(This actor also plays Tiger and
Rabbit!)

HORSE
Horse is fast and wants to prove
to her family that she can do
well in the race – she finishes in
seventh place.

(This actor also plays Cat!)
GOAT
Goat believes that slow and
steady wins the race – and
indeed, he comes in at eighth
place!

(This actor also plays Rat and
B1!)

What Happens in the Story?
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MONKEY
Monkey is quick and cheeky but
easily distracted. He ends up in
ninth place at the finish line.

(This actor also plays Dragon,
Dog and B2!)

ROOSTER
Rooster is fluffy and fabulous
and finishes the race in tenth
place!

(This actor also plays Ox, Pig
and the Jade Emperor!)
DOG
Dog is super cute and excitable
and manages to focus just long
enough on the race to finish in
eleventh place!

(This actor also plays Dragon,
Monkey and B2!)
What Happens in the Story?
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PIG
Pig is slow and can be a little
lazy, but he still finishes the race
in twelfth place!

(This actor also plays Ox,
Rooster and the Jade Emperor!)
CAT
Cat is scared of water, which
costs her a place in the Chinese
Zodiac. But, for her kindness,
she gets to be a Fortune Cat for
the rest of eternity!

(This actor also plays Horse!)

What Happens in the Story?

35

Show Notes: Spoiler Alert!
This is a brief explanation of the more dramatic, interactive or potentially
scary elements of the play. We will be talking about the plot, so please
skip this part if you only want to find out the story during the show!

While the show is going on,
there are moments in which the
actors will speak to the audience.
They may talk to you too, but
don’t worry – they will not touch
or ask you to do anything that
you don’t want to!

In one part of the show, the
character of Dragon will appear on
stage in his full form to perform a
Dragon Dance. This dance is how
he makes it rain.

Here is a photo of how Dragon
looks like in his full form.

What Happens in the Story?
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This is how the rain looks from
inside the theatre. The rain falls
only on the stage, and will not
affect audiences or get them wet.

As part of the race, all contestants
have to cross an obstacle - the
Raging River.
The waves are part of the set, and
they will move up and down,
mimicking real waves in the river or
ocean.
Rabbit is an animal who likes to
burrow. She does this throughout
the race. At times, we will see her
popping up through different
holes or ‘lobangs’ on stage. We
may not know when she will pop
up, but don’t worry, she’s friendly!

What Happens in the Story?
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
WE HOPE YOU ENJOY THE SHOW!

What Happens in the Story?
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