ACTIVITY BOOK

SPOILER ALERT!
Konnichiwa! Hello there, I’m Momotaro! It’s
nice to meet you!
If you haven’t watched me and my super
awesome friends in Momotaro and the
Magni cent Peach…
Nani?! You haven’t watched the show?
This Activity Book contains spoilers. So go get
your tickets, watch the show, then come back!
If you’ve watched the show already…
Arigato gozaimasu! Did you enjoy the story?
The adventure continues for you with these
fun activities that you can do with your
friends and family at home.
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Gambatte — let’s go!
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ABOUT THE SHOW
SYNOPSIS

This holiday season, Wild Rice proudly presents Momotaro and the
Magni cent Peach, a spectacular new musical adaptation of the beloved
Japanese folktale. Taking inspiration from anime, J-pop and all things
Japanese, this epic joy ride is the perfect festive treat for the entire
family!
For all of his young life, Momotaro has lived on Peach Paradise, an idyllic
island so beautiful that it must have been blessed by the heavens above.
But, one dreadful day, a poisonous wave of pollution engulfs Momotaro’s
home and threatens the lives of everyone he loves.
Determined to save the day, Momotaro enlists the help of three animal
companions – Aiko, the Shiba Inu; Yuki, the Snow Monkey; and Hiroto,
the Crane. Together, they track down clues that set them on a collision
course with the wicked President Oni and his sly henchman, Kit.
Cheeky and charming, Momotaro and the Magni cent Peach is the
inspiring story of one boy who changes the world by standing up for
what he believes in. It is also a heartfelt celebration of the power of
family, friendship and community, and a timely reminder that we can all
play our part in caring for our planet.
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ABOUT THE WILD RICE
HOLIDAY MUSICAL
In 2003, Wild Rice decided to bring the traditional British pantomime to the
Singapore stage – with a local twist, of course! Since then, the Wild Rice holiday
musical has entertained more than 237,000 people of all ages and from all walks of
life, and has become one of the most eagerly anticipated events of the holiday
season and the Singapore theatre calendar.
Here are some facts and trivia about our holiday musical that we hope will enrich your
enjoyment of Momotaro and the Magni cent Peach!
ORIGINS & HISTORY

Hansel & Gretel (2012)

Wild Rice’s annual holiday musical was inspired by the Christmas pantomime – a
uniquely British theatre institution that dates back to the Middle Ages. Tracing its
roots to the raucous, no-holds-barred comedy of the Italian commedia dell’arte and
British music hall traditions, the pantomime has proven expansive enough to
embrace all forms of comedy – from slapstick to satire, stand-up and more.
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Typical pantomimes are also a riot of song and dance, with eclectic scores made up
of popular songs of the day with rewritten lyrics.
At the beginning, Wild Rice’s pantomimes shared many of these traits. Since then,
we have continued challenging the form and limits of the pantomime. Today, our
pantomimes are full- edged original musicals comparable to anything you’ll see on
Broadway or in the West End, created by some of Singapore’s best playwrights and
composers.

REINVENTING A FAMILIAR STORY

Monkey Goes West (2016)
Pantomimes are based on well-known stories that place an emphasis on morality
and romance – good triumphs over evil, true love conquers all, and everyone lives
happily ever after. To this end, Wild Rice has revised and revamped beloved fairy
tales and folk legends from all over the world for Singapore audiences!

fl
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POLITICAL INCORRECTNESS

The Emperor’s New Clothes (2015)
Pantomimes are never politically correct. They poke both gentle and cruel fun at our
human foibles and, through humour, bring us face to face with our greed, prejudice,
cowardice and dishonesty. No one in authority is safe – parents, royalty, political
personalities and public institutions are all gures of fun and targets for mockery. If
only we had more of a sense of humour in everyday life!
CROSS-DRESSING

Peter Pan in Serangoon Gardens (2019)
Cross-dressing has long been a hallmark of the pantomime. Typically, its ‘leading
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lady’ – or Dame – is a man dressed as a woman, playing the villain, the hero’s mother
or a funny sidekick. The subversive thrill that comes from gender-bending roles
7
and characters also lends itself to endless comedic opportunities.

AGE-LESS THEATRE

Jack & the Bean-Sprout! (2006)
Billed as theatre for kids from the ages of 5 to 105, the pantomime brings out the
children in audiences – both the young and the young at heart – by giving them
permission to misbehave. Audience participation is very much encouraged, as the
success of the show relies on an overt complicity between actor and audience.
There is something for everybody in a pantomime, which is what makes it family
entertainment. Children will be delighted by the imaginative twists given to wellloved tales, while mums and dads will enjoy (or cringe at!) the below-the-belt
innuendos and double entendres that spice up the show.
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CHARACTERS
Momotaro played by Ryan Ang
A brave and adventurous 15-year-old boy who is
itching for his chance to save the world. He lives in
Peach Paradise, and his name, Momotaro, means
‘peach boy’.

The Old Man & Old Woman played by
Audrey Luo & Siti Khalijah Zainal
An old couple who live in Peach Paradise. They are
both very kind and willing to share everything they
have. They have always wanted a child, but couldn’t
have one. One day, they nd Momotaro in a peach,
and decide to raise him as their son.

President Oni played by Siti Khalijah Zainal
The President of Akiba — the most technologically
advanced city around. President Oni has the power
to transform into anyone, and he is willing to do
whatever it takes to get what he wants, at all costs.

Captain Kit played by Audrey Luo
Second-in-command to President Oni, Captain Kit is
a sly fox, with the wits and skills to accomplish any
task. But Captain Kit has a secret - he has a soft
spot for animals!
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CHARACTERS
Aiko played by Sharon Sum
A feisty and independent Shiba Inu that lives in Peach
Paradise. She doesn’t trust humans and prefers
roughing it out in the good ole outdoors.

Yuki played by Vester Ng
Yuki is a snow monkey who used to live up high in the
cold mountains. He had to leave his home and nd a
new place to live as the snow started to melt.
He’s loyal, caring and loves rice balls!

Hiroto played by Greg Sim
Hiroto is a crane, which symbolises good fortune and
longevity and is revered as a mystical animal in Japan.
These days, Hiroto is afraid of ying because of all the
pollution in the air!

fi
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WHAT DO THOSE
WORDS MEAN?
Momotaro and The Magni cent Peach is based on a Japanese
folktale. And in the show, the characters use some Japanese
words too. Can you recall what they were? Find out what some of
those words mean!

WORDS

MEANING

Konnichiwa

Hello

Arigato

Thank You

Nani

What

Kawaii

Cute

Sumimasen

Sorry or
Excuse Me

Sayonara

Goodbye
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MOMO & THE PEACH
NANI?! I can’t remember which path to take to get to the
Magni cent Peach. Can you help me?

1

2

3

4

5
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THE RICEBALL MAZE
Yuki is HUNGRY! Help him get to
his favourite riceball before he
becomes hangry!
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E-WORD SEARCH
E is for Environment! There are many di erent
words that we can learn which are related to
taking care of our environment. You would have heard some of
these words in the show, but there are some new ones too.
Can you nd them all?
Words are hidden ➡ ⬇ and ↘ .

Acid Rain
Aluminium
Biodegradable

E-Waste
Incineration
Land ll

Paper
Plastic
Recycle

Reduce
Reuse
Upcycle

ff
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E-WORD SEARCH
THE ANSWERS
Here are the answers for you to check if you managed
to nd all the words!

fi
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GLOSSARY
Great job in nding all the words!
It’s important to know what they mean too. Take your time to read
through the glossary below. If you’re not sure you understand any
of these meanings, ask a friend or family member!
WORDS

THE MEANING

Recycle

The process of taking waste products - things that would have been
thrown away - and turning them into reusable material. Recycling can
benefit both the community and the environment.

Reduce

To use less of something in order to cut back on the amount of trash
that would otherwise be thrown out.

Reuse

To use an item more than once, which will give it new life and purpose
many times over. Examples include glass jars, containers, paper and
plastic bags.

Upcycle

The process of transforming by-products, waste materials, and useless
or unwanted products into new materials or products perceived to be
of greater quality and value. For example, turning old pages of books
into paper roses or using tin cans to make a side-table.

Acid Rain

Rain that is unusually acidic due to atmospheric pollution. The excess
acids are generated when waste gases from the industrial burning of
coal and other fossil fuels combine and react with the water in the
atmosphere. Acid rain can be harmful to plants, animals and humans,
as well as forests, lakes and even buildings.

Aluminium

One of the most common metals on the planet, aluminium is used in
many products and their packaging - from aircraft to soda cans! It is
especially important to recycle aluminium because it is infinitely
recyclable. It takes up to 95 percent less energy to recycle aluminium
than to produce it from scratch!

fi
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WORDS

THE MEANING

Biodegradable

Things that can be broken down naturally without having a harmful
impact on the environment. Wood, paper and most food waste are
biodegradable.
Things that are non-biodegradable, such as plastic and batteries, can
cause a lot of damage to the environment if they are not disposed of
properly. Did you know a plastic bag can take up to 20 years to
decompose? A plastic straw can take up to 200 years!

E-Waste

Electronic Waste, which refers to electronic items that are no longer
functioning. Many e-waste products can be reused, refurbished or
recycled. Look out in your neighbourhood or local mall for an E-Waste
recycling bin, which accepts items such as remote controls, laptops,
cables, wires and more!

Incineration

A process that involves burning waste materials. Incinerating waste
that would otherwise end up at the landfill can reduce its volume by
approximately 80%. This is particularly popular in small countries like
Singapore. However, not all waste can be burned!

Landfill

A designated area for the disposal of waste materials by burying them
in the ground. This is considered the least environmentally friendly
way to discard waste.

Paper

Material manufactured in thin sheets from the pulp of wood or other
fibrous substances. Used for writing, drawing, printing or packaging.
Recycling paper helps reduces the number of trees that are cut down.

Plastic

A synthetic material made from petroleum (a type of oil) or from
natural gas. It can be moulded into shape while soft, and then set in a
more rigid form. Plastics are made to last — a plastic water bottle can
last for up to 450 years before it breaks down.
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COMIC STRIP
There are many di erent ways to tell a story.
Hiroto was ying over a beach one day and saw
that it was so dirty! 😱 Help him tell the story by
drawing it out.
DATE

ISSUE NO.

ONE DAY…

v

kkk

v

v

v

v

END
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SPREAD THE MESSAGE
Your voice matters! You can positively in uence those around you. It
all starts with a simple step - a conversation!
Write a speech you can deliver to your friends to get them on board
with going green and doing their part for the environment.
Here are some links that might be useful as you do your research!
• Youth’s Initiatives for the Environment in Singapore
• 7 Ways In Which Youth Can Protect The Environment

You can use the template on the next page to get started!

fl
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Hi _________________________________,
I recently learned about the three Rs - Reduce, Reuse and
Recycle - and why it matters for us to go green to help save
our planet.
I think it is important to care for our environment because:
1) ________________________________________________________________________________
2) ________________________________________________________________________________
3) ________________________________________________________________________________

I have decided to make a change and will commit to these
changes in my everyday life:
1) ________________________________________________________________________________
2) ________________________________________________________________________________
3) ________________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to join me?
20

DIY CHRISTMAS TREE
Konnichiwa, friends! I hear that Christmas is just around the
corner - the perfect time to celebrate with a Christmas tree that
would usually be decorated with lights, presents, tinsels and
balls — not rice balls, but colourful ornaments!
Why not try making your very own Do-It-Yourself Christmas
Tree this year? You can make these using items you already have
at home. Remember - upcycling is a good way to go green too!
On the next page, you'll nd some ideas for alternative
Christmas trees. They may not be traditional, but they sure
sound like fun!
You can also try making a very special ornament… a PEACH
ornament! 🍑
I can’t wait to see all the kawaii trees and ornaments you come
up with!

fi
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DIY CHRISTMAS TREE
DIY PHOTO WALL TREE

DIY ORNAMENT TREE

You can use photos or cards to make
this Christmas tree.

You can use magazines or coloured
paper for this Christmas tree.

You’ll need: 10 photos or cards
(di erent sizes are alright!) and tape
or Blu-Tack.

You'll need: magazines that you can cut
up or coloured paper, as well as tape or
Blu-Tack.

1.

1.

2.

Apply double-sided tape or BluTack to the backs of your photos/
cards.
Stick them on the wall, with 4
photos/cards on the bottom row,
3 photos/cards on the next row,
and so on until you reach the top!

ff

You can add some tinsel or lights
above each row of photos to make
your tree more festive!

2.

3.

Cut out circles of the same size from
your chosen material.
Apply double-sided tape or Blu-Tack
to t h e b a c k o f yo u r c u t- o u t
ornament.
Stick your ornaments on the wall,
with 4 on the bottom row, 3 on the
next row, and so on until you reach
the top!

You can also add a star-shaped cut-out to
the very top of the tree. So kawaii!

PEACH ORNAMENT
1.

Print this page out on heavy card stock paper.

2.

Cut out both shapes along the lines.

3.

Colour both sides of the cut-out ornament.

4.

Punch a hole in the leaf.

5.

Carefully cut along the dotted lines.

6.

Slide the two pieces together.

7.

Slip a string or twist tie through
the hole, and hang the peach
ornament up.

COLOURING PAGES
Konnichiwa, everyone! I’m sure the next few
pages need no introduction or instruction!
Share these pages and characters with your
friends and colour them together - have fun!
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PRES DENT ONI

CAPTAIN
KIT

HIROTO

YUKI
AIKO

ECO-FRIENDLY STORIES
Increasing awareness and learning about how to conserve the
environment is key when you're trying to be more eco-friendly.
Reading books is a great way to build up your understanding of how
we can all lead a greener lifestyle!
Here are some books with eco-friendly stories to check out.
All of these books can be borrowed from the National Library!
The Lorax by Dr Seuss
Just a Little Mynah by Evelyn Sue Wong
Captain Green and the Plastic Scene by Evelyn Bookless
The World Without Fish: How Kids Can Help Save The Oceans
by Mark Kurlansky
The Earth Experiment: A Handbook on Climate Change for the
World’s Young Keepers by Hwee Goh
One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling Women of the
Gambia by Miranda Paul
What a Waste: Trash, Recycling, and Protecting our Planet
by Jess French
The Extraordinary Life of Greta Thunberg by Devika Jina
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WILD RICE
ACADEMY
WEEKLY DRAMA CLASSES FOR KIDS AGED 5 TO 12

LEARNING COMES ALIVE THROUGH DRAMA AND STORYTELLING!
At the Wild Rice Academy, we believe that the theatre is a wonderful place where children
can play, grow and learn more about themselves and the world around them. Our mission is
to help empower children for the next stages in their lives by developing their confidence,
creativity and social-emotional intelligence.

WHAT WE OFFER
In our highly experiential classes, children can partake in a host of fun, stimulating
and engaging activities – from drama games and role-playing to performance
opportunities.
By sharing the transformative magic of theatre and the arts with participants, we
encourage them to experiment and make creative decisions in the ways they express
themselves and tell stories. Our programmes are also designed to help children pick up
foundational language and literacy skills.
We have programmes running throughout
the year – from 10-week terms to school
holiday workshops in June and December.
Classes are split by age groups (5-8 years and
9-12 years) to cater to children at different
stages of their lives.

FIND OUT MORE HERE

“Through the Wild Rice
Academy, I learnt to express
my feelings. The class made
me become a better actor,
and be more hilarious!”
Haley (age 8)

“I really liked being given the
opportunity to create, write and perform
our own performance. I think that our
teacher was really amazing. She was so
imaginative, fun and patient.”
Mila (age 12)

“Thank you for making this
possible and such an amazing
experience! All the kids did
really well. So glad to see
Anna’s enthusiasm at her
classes and to see her play her
role with such delight!”
Jez, mother of Annamaria (age 5)
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