AGATHI
REFUGEE

Dance Theatre by Apsaras Arts Dance Company in collaboration with Wild Rice
AGATHI SHOWTIMES

2nd - 4th April 2021
3pm and 7pm daily at Wild Rice @ Funan
Tickets available on SISTIC

Artistic Director’s Message
It has been a dream come true for Apsaras Arts Dance
Company to perform at the Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre of
Wild Rice and we are grateful to have this opportunity to
collaborate and work with Ivan Heng, a theatre stalwart
I immensely admire and respect. Ivan as dramaturg has
helped to reimagine Agathi into an exciting Dance-Theatre
work. I am grateful to Ivan for his love and his shared
dedication in our vision for Agathi. Creating this work for
the thrust stage brings the classical Indian dance form
- Bharatanatyam to a full circle. The dance form has its
origins in being performed in the sanctums of Hindu temples across South India where the
audience has close proximity with the performer. This intimate experience was lost when the
performances were brought to the proscenium stage. Agathi at Wild Rice has enabled
an experience in an intimate space, thus creating “Sahrdya” – oneness between the dancer(s)
and audience.
This work draws inspiration from my personal experiences as a 16-year-old teenage refugee
who had to migrate and rebuild my life in a foreign land while learning to cope with many
challenges. War, civil unrest and political conflict are not the only things that can turn
one into a refugee; natural calamities can too, such as an earthquake, a tsunami, even an
uncontrollable forest fire. Through this work and performance, I hope that we are able to
bring awareness to the plight of this marginalised community. I humbly dedicate Agathi to my
parents, Mr N Kumarasamy and Mrs Swarnakanthi Kumarasamy, who endured a very dark
phase in our lives and taught me a valuable lesson: to be resilient in the face of adversity.
I also hope and pray that the many affected refugee children around the world will soon see
better days.
My sincere thanks to the amazing team that I am blessed with at Apsaras Arts, Agathi is their
dedication, commitment and passion to push the boundaries of Indian classical dance.
My gratitude to you, our audience, who have enabled us to be back on our feet, for this first
ever live performance during this pandemic. I hope you will enjoy Agathi.
Aravinth Kumarasamy
Artistic Director
Apsaras Arts Dance Company

Agathi Dramaturg Message
Bringing the classical Indian dance tradition of
Bharatanatyam to The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre in
Funan has long been a dream of mine. I’ve always thought
that the unparalleled intimacy of our theatre would
lend itself perfectly to showcasing the delicate eye and
hand movements and intricate footwork characteristic of
Bharatanatyam. Audiences would be able to see and hear
every gesture made and every step taken – to be inspired by
the dance, but also be moved by a story.
It’s been a great honour for me, and for everyone at Wild Rice, to be collaborating with
Apsaras Arts Dance Company in finally bringing Agathi / Refugee home to Singapore, and to
the Wild Rice stage.
Working with Aravinth Kumarasamy in reimagining this production – which is partly
inspired by his personal experience as a refugee - has been an eye-opening, soul-enriching
adventure for me. Together with our intrepid creative team and the virtuosic ensemble of
dancers, we have juxtaposed and melded music, poetry and theatre - to stretch the canvas of
Bharatanatyam to create an encounter that is greater than the sum of its parts.
At a time when it is more difficult than ever to make art and to tell stories, we are proud and
grateful for this unprecedented collaboration – a union of our two companies and our art
forms. We hope that this will develop and deepen the appreciation of both our audiences.
In closing, I’d like to share with you a quote from the Abhinaya Darpana, the authoritative
Sanskrit treatise on the performing arts:
Yatho Hasta thatho Drishti
Yatho Drishti thatho Manah
Yatho Manah thatho Bhaava
Yatho Bhaava thatho Rasa

Where the Hand goes, follows the Eye
Where the Eye goes, follows the Mind
Where the Mind goes, follows Expression
Where there is Expression, there is Appreciation

Thank you for coming. We hope you enjoy our show.
Ivan Heng
Dramaturg, Agathi / Refugee
Founding Artistic Director, Wild Rice

Synopsis
“

He wept for living. And seeing the day they had to
leave, he wept for himself. For never again would
he have a family. A home. And someone to love
him as much as they did. He wept because god
had forsaken him. And never again would he be
that same little boy.”

AGATHI draws inspiration from Apsaras Arts Artistic Director Aravinth
Kumarasamy’s own experience as a refugee in his youth, as well as the lives of
refugee children all over the world. Boldly reimagined in collaboration with
Wild Rice’s Artistic Director, Ivan Heng, this production poignantly shines a
spotlight on the human beings who find themselves caught between countries
and trapped in the headlines. Displaced for reasons of political turmoil or natural
calamity, the refugee embarks on a journey to seek acceptance – rebuilding a life,
a home and an identity, while battling prejudices and overcoming trauma. This
reimagined work by Apsaras Arts Dance Company in collaboration with Wild
Rice brings storytelling to new heights through a unique fusion of theatre, poetry
and spotlights Bharatanatyam, the oldest classical dance tradition in India to the
rivetingly intimate stage of The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre for the first time.

AGATHI premiered at Singapore’s Esplanade
Theatre in 2017 and has since toured the world,
winning acclaim in the United Kingdom, France
and India. Conceptualised and directed by
Aravinth Kumarasamy, this production features
choreography & costumes by Mohanapriyan
Thavarajah, dramaturgy by Ivan Heng of Wild
Rice and a narrative script by Audrey Perera and
Alfian Sa’at. Inspiration has been drawn from
A Book of Poems: Expressions from our Youth,
published in 2011 by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The
score incorporates Tamil poems by reputed
poets Mahakavi Subramania Bharathi, Bharathi
Dasan, Kavimani Desiga Vinayagam Pillai and
Kaviarasu Kannadasan, as well as contemporary
young poet Niranjan Bharathi.

Reimagining Agathi

COMING TOGETHER IN ADVERSITY AND STRENGTH
A collaboration between Apsaras Arts Dance Company & Wild Rice
Exactly a year ago today, as the Covid-19 pandemic spelled doom for arts companies in 2020,
an opportunity arose as we shared our woes with each other. How would we cope? What
would become of our artists with the lock down and closure of theatres. We decided that we
should dive into each other’s artistic world for comfort and strength. We began to share our
work, our inspiration and a dream of presenting a live performance that would bring both
our audiences together.
AGATHI | REFUGEE became our COVID
child, an idea of building faith through
resilience and support for one another.
The breadth and depth of this collaboration
would provide a renewed spirit and give
us the motivation we need to carry on as
artmakers and enable us and our audience to
understand ourselves and the people around
us better.

- Aravinth & Ivan
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Ladders and Anjaneyam: Hanuman’s Ramayana.

The company’s productions are well received internationally and have been featured in several
festivals across India, Europe and Asia Pacific regularly. Apsaras Arts has also embarked on an industry-wide
development initiative - Dance India Asia Pacific (DIAP) for the past 9 years targeted at the local Indian dance
community which includes formal training courses and residency programmes for professional dancers.
In 2020, DIAP continued as a hybrid-program which included multiple webinars covering a widerange of topics with eminent speakers. To train and nurture the younger generation, Apsaras Arts conducts
outreach to schools and community centres and special dance courses for young children.
On a broader level, Apsaras Arts has regular engagements with the community through public
programmes that include Silver Arts Festival, Got to Move, Arts in the Neighbourhood, etc and public workshops
and masterclasses. Apsaras Arts has been collaborating with Esplanade Theatres on the Bay since 2006 and has
created more than ten original world class dance productions co-produced with Esplanade over past decade.
One of these productions, Anjaneyam – Hanuman’s Ramayana, which premiered as the Esplanade’s annual
Indian festival Kalaa Utsavam in 2017, was chosen to be one of inaugural performances screened by SISTIC Live
– a digital live platform by SISTIC Singapore in May 2020.
This was followed by a digital showcase of
Anjasa – Unravel the Wonders of Buddhist Monuments
in July 2020 on SISTIC. In 2020, 2 digital dance film
productions using green chrome technology – SITA
which premiered online as the curtain raiser for Indian
Heritage Centre’s Culturefest in September 2020 and
Amara – Dancing Stories of Banteay Srei which premiered
online for Kalaa Utsavam – Indian Arts Festival produced
by Esplanade, Theatres on the Bay in November 2020.
Apsaras Arts is a non-profit registered charity
in Singapore and is the recipient of the annual Major
Arts Grant from the National Arts Council, Singapore.

Support Apsaras Arts Dance Company.
BE A

As a non-profit Singapore registered
charity, Apsaras Arts depends on the generosity
of our patrons and donors. Over the years, our
DEVATAs have enabled Apsaras Arts to create
and present high-quality productions of classical
Indian dance to appreciative and growing
audiences. DEVATAs have also enabled Apsaras
Arts to develop works in new and innovative
directions, tackling global and current themes as
well as timeless classics of Indian dance. These
have brought us many accolades and acclaim and
helped us reach out to more art lovers in Singapore
and the world.
Our DEVATAs have also helped us
nurture generations of dance-makers who are
now making waves in the field of dance, at home
and abroad. At Apsaras Arts, we take pride in
presenting artistic excellence while keeping our
tickets affordable. We believe in empowering
Singapore’s trained classical Indian dancers to
achieve the highest expression of their craft.

Through our initiatives such as the
DARSHANA Series and Dance India Asia Pacific,
we aim to create a well-nurtured generation of
future professional dancers. Beyond this, we want
to educate and engage in community outreach
programs, sharing the gift of dance with children,
students, the elderly and the underprivileged.
There is so much more that we can and want to do,
to share this gift of the Arts, and enrich our larger
Singapore community.
As a DEVATA, you will also receive
annual privileges such as complimentary tickets,
invitations to special events, talks and exclusive
inside-look into our creative process. As a
corporate DEVATA, we are happy to support
your organisation in branding opportunities and
collaborations. We thank you for considering a
donation and are grateful to all our DEVATAs.
Write to us at apsaras.arts@gmail.com
or visit our website www.apsarasarts.com/devata
for more information.
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welcome to
The digital performance space of Apsaras Arts
AVAI showcases performances, lecture demonstrations and
streaming of live performances. You can access for free,
pay per view, and subscribe for exclusive content.
Visit AVAI : www.apsarasarts.com/avai

