
FOF IMMEDIATE DISSEMINATION 
 

 
 
11 March 2021 – Wild Rice, Singapore’s leading theatre company, today announced a 
new slate of shows as part of its 2021 season. Crafted around deeply personal stories, 
each production promises to take audiences on thought-provoking journeys of growth and 
self-discovery. 
 
From April to August, Wild Rice will present the following productions at The Ngee Ann 
Kong Si Theatre:  
 

•   Agathi / Refugee   Conceptualised and directed by Aravinth Kumarasamy of 
Apsaras Arts Dance Company, in collaboration with Wild Rice (2 – 4 April 2021)  
 

•   You Are Here   Written and performed by Pooja Nansi, and directed by Edith 
Podesta (22 April – 2 May 2021) 
 

•   Faghag   Written and performed by Pam Oei, and directed by Ivan Heng (From 3 
June 2021) 
 

•   Don’t Call Him Mr. Mari Kita   Written and performed by Julian Wong, and 
directed by Ivan Heng (22 July – 9 August 2021) 

 
“At a time when we’ve all been grounded in Singapore by the pandemic, there is one place 
you can go that can take you on journeys which are at once epic and intimate – the 
theatre,” says Ivan Heng, the company’s Founding Artistic Director.  
 
“In the company of some of Singapore‘s finest storytellers, venture with Wild Rice to 
places you’ve never been before – geographically, emotionally and spiritually.” 
 
Exodus 
 
The first port of call for audiences is Agathi / Refugee, a groundbreaking collaboration 
between Wild Rice and Apsaras Arts Dance Company that will bring the classical Indian 
dance tradition of Bharatanatyam to the intimate stage of The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre 
for the first time. 
 
Through a unique fusion of dance, theatre and poetry, Agathi / Refugee movingly examines 
the lives and plights of refugees – people who have been displaced from their homes since 
time immemorial because of political turmoil or natural calamity.  
 



This reimagined production draws inspiration from Apsaras Arts Artistic Director Aravinth 
Kumarasamy’s own experience as a refugee in his youth.  
 
“We want to give voice to refugee children all over the world – to chronicle and explore their 
shared experience of fleeing from their homes and rebuilding lives in new lands,” says 
Kumarasamy. “I am personally honoured to collaborate with Ivan and Wild Rice – who are 
important role models in Singapore on how art can transform, teach and heal – to make this 
show a memorable experience for all.” 
 
Mapping A Life 
 
In You Are Here, which runs from 22 April, poet Pooja Nansi movingly shines a spotlight 
on the migrant experience – examining the ways in which new histories and identities are 
forged when people move away from the countries where they were born. 
 
“You Are Here is a project that came out of me trying to make sense of who I am and 
where I feel like I belong,” explains Nansi, who moved to Singapore from India with her 
parents before the age of two. 
 
“I hope this show expands people’s ideas of belonging and home,” says Nansi. “Most of us 
have a history of migration to this country, however forgotten or far in the past. We should 
explore the rich stories available to us within our own families.” 
 
Somewhere Over The Rainbow 
 
From 3 June, Pam Oei – one of Singapore’s funniest, most beloved performers – makes 
her life-long journey as a LGBTQ+ ally and activist a point of pride in Faghag.  
 
Written in the run-up to the tenth anniversary of Pink Dot in 2018, Oei’s frank, funny and 
fabulous cabaret celebrates the gay men who have impacted her life. At the same time, it 
takes an unflinching look at the ongoing fight to repeal Section 377A of the Penal Code, 
which criminalises sex between consenting male adults in Singapore. 
 
“So many of my dear friends in the LGBTQ+ community are very far from having the same 
rights as me,” says Oei. “Faghag will make you laugh and lift your spirits, but it also 
doesn’t shy away from exploring the discrimination that my friends continue to suffer in 
Singapore – the place we call home.”  
 
“I hope that curious audiences come to the show with open minds and leave with open 
hearts.”  
 
A Musical Voyage 
 
The power of music and mentorship takes centre stage from July 2021 in Don’t Call Him 
Mr. Mari Kita. In this intimate biographical concert, Julian Wong – one of Singapore’s 
premier composers and music directors – honours the life and legacy of the late Zubir 
Said, who is today best known for composing Majulah Singapura, Singapore’s national 
anthem.  
 
Wong owes his career as a musician to a fateful journey Zubir Said made close to a 
century ago. Intent on pursuing his dreams of becoming a musician, Zubir left his village in 
Bukittinggi, West Sumatra, for the bright lights and big bands of Singapore.  



 
Over the years, Zubir made his home here, becoming a pioneer of Singapore’s music 
industry. He taught some of its leading lights, including the late Iskandar Ismail. Zubir 
encouraged a young Iskandar to further his music studies – advice that Iskandar wound up 
sharing with his protégé, Wong, three decades later. 
 
“I created this show to share my appreciation for – and fascination with – my teacher's 
teacher,” says Wong.  
 
“Zubir Said was so much more than ‘Mr. Mari Kita’. I hope audiences will come away from 
this show with a better understanding of who he is as a man – his courage, his convictions, 
his sacrifices – while also gaining an appreciation of his beautiful music. In my mind, there 
is no better composer whose music can unite us in a time of uncertainty and division.”  
 
 
 
  



FAST FACTS 
 

 

 
 
 

  AGATHI / REFUGEE..     2 – 4 April 2021 
Presented by Apsaras Arts    Fri – Sun: 3pm & 7pm 
in collaboration with Wild Rice     

 
Ticket Prices       $25, $35, $55 

 
 

  YOU ARE HERE..      22 April – 2 May 2021 
          Tue – Thu: 7.30pm 
          Fri: 6pm & 9pm 

Sat & Sun: 3pm & 6pm 
 

Ticket Prices       $30, $40, $50 
 

 
  FAGHAG..        From 3 June 2021 
          Tue – Fri: 7.30pm  

Sat: 3pm & 7.30pm  
Sun: 2pm & 6pm 
(Show schedule on Pink Dot Day 12 Jun TBC) 
 

Ticket Prices        $40, $55, $70 
 
 

  DON’T CALL HIM MR. MARI KITA..  22 July – 9 August 2021 
          Tue – Thu: 7.30pm 

Fri: 6pm & 9pm 
Sat: 3pm & 7.30pm  
Sun: 2pm & 6pm 
National Day 9 Aug: 2pm & 6pm 

 
Ticket Prices        $40, $50, $60 
 
Venue          The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ Wild Rice 
 
Press Contacts      Samantha Jong (samantha.jong@distilleri.sg)  
          Linda Tan (lindatan@wildrice.com.sg) 



 
Angels’ Priority Sales     11 – 14 March 2021 
 
Public Sales        From 15 March 2021 
 
Discounts     20% off on Category 1 tickets for Wild Rice Angels  
(For You Are Here, Faghag,    10% off on Category 1 tickets for Students &  
and Don’t Call Him Mr. Mari Kita)    Senior Citizens 
 
Ticketing Agent       SISTIC.com Pte Ltd 
          SISTIC Website www.sistic.com.sg  
          SISTIC Hotline (+65) 6348-5555 
  



..AGATHI / REFUGEE..    
 

 
 
“He wept for living. And seeing the day they had to leave, he wept for himself. For 
never again would he have a family. A home.  And someone to love him as much as 
they did. He wept because god had forsaken him. And never again would he be that 
same little boy.” 
 
Apsaras Arts Dance Company comes together with Wild Rice to take storytelling to new 
heights with Agathi, which movingly examines the lives and plights of refugees through a 
unique fusion of theatre, poetry and the classical Indian dance of Bharatanatyam.  
 
In this thrilling, inventive production, the refugee takes centre stage. Displaced for reasons 
of political turmoil or natural calamity, the refugee embarks on a journey to seek acceptance 
– rebuilding a life, a home and an identity, while battling prejudices and overcoming trauma. 
 
Agathi draws inspiration from Apsaras Arts Artistic Director Aravinth Kumarasamy’s own 
experience as a refugee in his youth, as well as the lives of refugee children all over the 
world. Boldly reimagined in collaboration with Wild Rice’s Artistic Director, Ivan Heng, Agathi 
poignantly shines a spotlight on the human beings who find themselves caught between 
countries and trapped in the headlines. 
 
Following its premiere at Singapore’s Esplanade Theatre in 2017, Agathi has since toured 
the world, winning acclaim in the United Kingdom, France and India. This reimagined 
production will bring Bharatanatyam, the oldest classical dance tradition in India, to the 
intimate stage of The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre for the first time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  About Aravinth Kumarasamy..       
 
An award-winning multi-talented artist, Aravinth has been involved in the propagation and 
development of Indian dance, music, theatre and arts productions in Singapore since 
1987. His original dance creations with Apsaras Arts – which seamlessly blend innovative 
choreography with traditional Indian dance vocabulary – have received acclaim all over the 
world. Aravinth has directed and produced festivals in Singapore and sits on advisory 
boards for the National Arts Council and the People’s Association of Singapore.  
 
 
  About Apsaras Arts Dance Company..       
 
Apsaras Arts Dance Company received the National Heritage Board’s inaugural Stewards 
of Singapore’s Intangible Cultural Heritage Award in 2020 for Indian Dance Forms. Since its 
founding in 1977, Apsaras Arts has grown into a dance company that has gained 
international acclaim for its groundbreaking work in Indian dance theatre.  
 
 
  About Ivan Heng.. 
 
Ivan is one of Singapore’s most prominent and dynamic creative personalities. In a 
pioneering career spanning three decades, Ivan has directed, acted in and designed many 
landmark Singapore theatre productions. Ivan founded Wild Rice in 2000. Together with 
Executive Director Tony Trickett, he envisioned a new home for the company – a 
groundbreaking iconic theatre that opened in the heart of Singapore's civic and cultural 
district in 2019. Under Ivan’s leadership, Wild Rice has reached out to an audience of over 
a million people, and is today at the vanguard of creating theatre with a distinctive 
Singaporean voice. In 2013, Ivan was awarded the Cultural Medallion, Singapore’s highest 
cultural honour.  
 
  Reviews. 
 
“Agathi was not just a dance-theatre work, it was also a social commentary on current 
affairs across the world. It threw the spotlight on the circumstances that make people flee 
their homes, natural calamities and politically-motivated displacements, and brought 
awareness of the injustice of it all.” 
FRIDAY ARTS REVIEW, THE HINDU, CHENNAI, INDIA 
 
“In a path-breaking production, Agathi attempts successfully to dissect the psyche of a 
refugee who loses his livelihood, people, nation and ultimately himself to the machinations 
of man and nature. Fantastic performance by the seven dancers, very meaningful, yet an 
enjoyable ride!” 
FOCUS MAGAZINE, LONDON, UK 
 
“It was a refreshing and a much-needed welcome relief that Apsaras Arts has dared to 
take Bharatanatyam to talk about an issue that keeps nudging at us all at some corner of 
our nice and cosy living – the crisis of a refugee that keeps hogging the front pages of our 
newspapers and is also increasingly becoming a deciding factor in the politics and policies 
of many a country around the world.” 
LIFE AND TIMES, CHENNAI, INDIA 
 



..YOU ARE HERE..    
 

 
 
This is where you are always home. This is where you are never home.  
 
Pooja Nansi was born in India and came to Singapore at the age of one. Her story and her 
history bear the weight of travellers past – from her parents’ decision to settle in another 
country, to her grandparents’ border-crossing romance. Her answer to the question, “Are 
you Singaporean?”, is infinitely complicated. After all, where and how do you even begin to 
testify on behalf of the ghosts in your blood? And how do you speak when you do? 
 
Through a tender, illuminating mix of her trademark poetry and storytelling, Pooja attempts 
to find a place for her family’s messy sprawl of stories in orderly Singapore. You Are Here 
transforms faded family photos, snatches of song, hazy childhood memories, and even the 
tiniest daily microaggressions, into a meditation on migration, love and the pleasures and 
anxieties of belonging. As Pooja soon discovers, a map doesn’t provide you with answers 
– it only suggests where you should begin. 
 
You Are Here was first performed to great acclaim as part of Checkpoint Theatre’s What I 
Love About You Is Your Attitude Problem in November 2015. This production has been 
reimagined and updated in collaboration with award-winning theatre director Edith 
Podesta. 
 
 
  About Pooja Nansi..       
 
Pooja’s third and latest collection of poetry, We Make Spaces Divine, was published in 
January 2021. Her key performance work includes Thick Beats for Good Girls, which 
explored the intersections between feminism, identity and hip hop. She was a recipient of 
the National Arts Council Young Artist Award in 2016. She is also the co-founder of Other 
Tongues, a literary festival of minority voices, and is the current festival director of the 
Singapore Writers Festival.  



  Reviews.. 
 
“Absorbing & heartwarming… Shines as a piece of honest. Unadorned storytelling...  
A heartwarming recollection of Nansi's family stories... and a struggle to understand her 
cultural identity as a first generation Gujarati Singaporean." 
CRYSTAL WORDS 
 
"Play throws light on a facet of Singapore, which certain category of immigrants are never 
exposed to… She is a master storyteller and a good actor. She supplements both with a 
beautiful voice and guitar-playing skills.” 
CONNECTED TO INDIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



..FAGHAG..    
 

 
 
Pam Oei likes gay boys. Gay boys like her too. She has always felt a profound affinity with 
them – even as a teenager, before she knew what the term ‘gay’ meant. 
 
Over the years, Pam’s adventures have included: coaxing gay boyfriends out of the closet, 
attending her first gay wedding in 2001, fighting to repeal Section 377A of the Penal Code 
in 2007, and acting as Pink Dot's Countdown Queen every year (though the job is less 
‘queen’ and more ‘drill sergeant’!). This makes her a gold-star straight ally and a bona fide 
faghag. 
 
Join Pam and the multiple characters she plays in this rainbow-coloured cabaret! 
Accompanied by maestro Julian Wong on the piano, Pam will tell jokes, share heart-
warming tales and throw in a few torch songs for good measure. Along the way, she’ll 
show you exactly why she deserves the title of Singapore’s Number One Faghag! 
 
Directed with joyous pride by Ivan Heng, Faghag is back by popular demand following its 
critically acclaimed premiere at Wild Rice's Singapore Theatre Festival in 2018. 
 
 
  About Pam Oei..       
 
Pam has been in more than a hundred theatre, television and film productions over the 
past 26 years, and is equally known for being a dramatic and comedic actor. She is also 
one third of the popular cabaret trio, the Dim Sum Dollies. This multi-hyphenate is also a 
producer and director for theatre and, in 2019, produced her first feature film. Pam is 
currently the lead singer for her rock band, Ugly in the Morning. Instagram: @pam_oei 
 
 
 
 



  Reviews.. 
 
“Faghag is part sketch comedy, part musical revue, full of eye-popping colours and rapid 
costime changes… It was a bravura performance from Oei at her flamboyant best as 
stand-up comic, singer and dress-up diva.” 
THE STRAITS TIMES 
 
“Faghag is a riot of a show, and Pam is completely in her element as she plays to her 
strengths in each and every scene. A polished performance brimming with real emotion, 
Faghag is the fine origin story of a modern superhero, and all it takes to recognize Pam as 
Singapore’s reigning faghag in our eyes.” 
BAKCHORMEEBOY 
 
“Oei gave us a very real and raw look at a subject that is very dear and valuable to her. 
She included personal and intimate stories and anecdotes that ranged from funny to 
touching to impassioned, and in the process gave us one big performance that was both 
magnetic and soul-stirring.” 
BLOGCRITICS.ORG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



..DON’T CALL HIM MR. MARI KITA..    
 

 
 
Zubir Said made history with his music. In 1958, he composed Majulah Singapura – the 
iconic song that has galvanised our nation, and is still sung all over the island to this very 
day. But there is so much more to Zubir Said’s remarkable career than the song that has 
come to define it.  
 
Intent on pursuing his dream of becoming a musician, he defied his father’s wishes and left 
his village in Bukittinggi, West Sumatra, to settle in Singapore. Over 40 years, he became 
one of the pioneers of Singapore’s nascent music industry – composing close to 1,500 
songs as well as countless original scores for Cathay-Keris Film Productions. Later in his 
life, Zubir Said dedicated all his energies to teaching children how to read, play and love 
music. 
 
In the weeks leading up to National Day, Wild Rice invites you to come and meet the man 
behind the melody we all know by heart. A joyful, moving and inspiring celebration of Zubir 
Said’s life and legacy, Don’t Call Him Mr. Mari Kita is written by Julian Wong – one of 
Singapore’s most acclaimed music directors – and directed by Ivan Heng.  
 
Accompanied live by his virtuoso band, Julian will bring you the best of Zubir Said’s 
songbook, from beloved classics like Semoga Bahagia, Sayang di Sayang and Orang 
Singapura, to rare musical gems long thought to have been lost forever.  
 
You’ll never sing ‘Mari Kita’ in the same way again! 
 
 
This production is based on and inspired by Sayang di Sayang: The Lesser Known Works of Zubir Said, 
which was first performed at National Gallery Singapore as part of the 2019 Light to Night Festival. 
 
 
 
 



  About Julian Wong..       
 
Julian’s composing credits include P Ramlee Suite for re: mix, Marina Bay Singapore 
Countdown (2014 – 2016), Peter Pan in Serangoon Gardens, The Emperor’s New 
Clothes, Tropicana, The Feelings Farm and the wee Question Mark trilogy. He music-
directed Spotlight Singapore (Mexico City), Goh Lay Kuan’s Returning (SIFA), Mark 
Chan’s Flight of the Jade Bird (Hong Kong), Lao Jiu The Musical, Liao Zhai Rocks! 
(Shanghai), Pam Oei’s Faghag and Hossan Leong’s Hossan-AH! 50, among others. Julian 
has conducted and arranged music for Joyful Strings, Ministry of Bellz, Orchestra of the 
Music Makers, Metropolitan Festival Orchestra, Rave Harps, Bossa Celli and many more.  


