FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“NIGHT SAFARI”
The 13th Annual W!LD RICE Charity Gala
3 October 2014, 7.00pm
Island Ballroom, Shangri-La Hotel

TAKE A WALK ON THE W!LD SIDE
W!LD RICE is thrilled to announce the 13th edition of the RICE BALL, one of the most
highly-anticipated events on Singapore’s social calendar. Presented by Hublot, the
world’s leading alchemist of revolutionary timepieces, the charity gala takes
Singapore’s iconic “NIGHT SAFARI” as its inspiration and promises an evening
sizzling with the thrills and wonder of the great outdoors.
Ivan Heng, Artistic Director of W!LD RICE, says, “As befitting Singapore’s W!LDest
theatre company, we wanted to invite our supporters to take a walk on the W!LD side.
Not only will they get the opportunity to let out their inner creatures of the night, they’ll
be contributing to W!LD RICE and helping us keep alive our mission to create
excellent local theatre.”
Into the W!LD
Follow us into the deepest, darkest parts of the jungle and let out your inner Creature
Of The Night. Whether you're a big cat, night owl or a werewolf, you will find yourself in
excellent company when you join our safari of exotic beasts and W!LDlife.
Feast your eyes on Hublot's flamboyant collection of timepieces: there's something for
everyone in its freshest creations, from the vivid Big Bang Pop Art, which will help
unleash your inner party animal, to the imposing Big Bang Unico for the dapper
gentleman. Hublot’s signature Big Bang series has also been updated with distinct wild
animal prints, aptly christened Leopard Bang, Boa Bang and Zebra Bang. Inspired by
W!Ldlife and seductive Mother Nature, these timepieces are most befitting of the
W!LDest ball of the year.
At feeding time, internationally-acclaimed Chef Valentino of Ristorante Da Valentino
will be creating a scrumptious one-night-only feast, in collaboration with Shangri-La
Executive Chef, Nicola Coccia.
The evening's adventures will culminate in “The Midnight Safari”, a concert starring
the wildest and funniest talents Singapore theatre has to offer, including Hossan
Leong and Pam Oei. You can also look forward to a very special appearance by
acclaimed West End diva Ria Jones – who, at the tender age of 19, made musical
theatre history by becoming the youngest actress ever to play Eva Peron in Evita.
The dress code for the evening is ‘Creatures Of The Night’. With the jungle’s finest DJ
working his magic on the deck, we expect everyone to turn nocturnal with us and
dance into the wee hours of the morning!
Donation tables, each seating 10 guests, are now available. For more details, please
e-mail riceball@wildrice.com.sg or call Katherine Khoo at tel: 6292 2695. Tables are
priced at $20,000, $15,000, $10,000 and $6,000. As W!LD RICE is a Singapore
Registered Charity, all donations will be eligible for 250% tax deduction.
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ABOUT THE RICE BALL
The RICE BALL, now in its 13th edition, has distinguished itself as one of Singapore's
most entertaining and creative fundraising events, not least because of its trademark
all-star concerts.
Annually, Singapore’s great and good, the members of its social and business elite,
come together to show their support for W!LD RICE as it continues to fulfil its mission
of creating significant, inclusive and innovative works that inspire audiences in
Singapore and around the world.
Every RICE BALL guarantees to be fun-filled and W!LD, with guests dressed to the
nines according to the night's theme, gastronomic feasts created by the island's best
chefs, and a concert which showcases Singapore’s best theatre talents.
W!LD RICE, like all other major theatre companies from around the world, looks to the
generosity and support of benefactors, patrons and sponsors. All funds raised from the
evening’s festivities will go directly towards supporting artistic and educational
programming at W!LD RICE.

SPONSORS
Presenting Sponsors

With Support From

ABOUT HUBLOT
About Hublot, the exclusive story of fusion
"Hublot! A different way to progress," say those who know this unique Swiss watch
company, where each and every moment moves forward to create the future at
breathtaking speed. Hublot is a dream dreamt up and nurtured by Hublot's Chairman
Jean-Claude Biver and CEO Ricardo Guadalupe, the two men responsible for turning
the brand into a genuine success story. The Big Bang, King Power, Classic Fusion
and Masterpieces collections are the symbols of a constantly evolving tradition. From
watch complications and revolutionary materials to world-class collaborations such as
FIFA World Cup™ and Ferrari, Hublot characterises itself through its "Art of Fusion"
philosophy, bringing tradition into the future. Today, Hublot is looking forward, even as
it builds on the impressive growth and history of the brand. The Art of Fusion story is
still being written in the combination of unconventional materials like ceramic, carbon,
platinum, tantalum, tungsten, titanium and rubber with more conventional materials
such as gold, platinum, steel, diamonds and precious stones – while remaining true to
the Swiss watch-making tradition, enriched with the visionary creativity of the 21st
Century. On a commercial level, Hublot's network of retailers has grown rapidly and
currently stands at more than 60 boutiques around the world and 750 points of sale.
For more information, visit www.Hublot.com

ABOUT W!LD RICE
W!LD RICE was founded in 2000 by Ivan Heng, an internationally-acclaimed and
award-winning theatre practitioner, and is recognised today as one of Singapore’s
leading professional theatre companies.
Its mission is to provide an open forum for the shared experience of theatre: to
celebrate diversity, reflect on the problems and possibilities of our times, and present
productions that inspire, challenge and entertain.
A commitment to the highest standards informs every aspect of W!LD RICE’s creative
work, which is first and foremost a celebration of Singapore theatrical talent. By
producing and touring productions that are distinctively local in flavour and yet
universal in vision and concerns, the company creates memorable experiences for
audiences in Singapore and around the world.
The company’s exciting and varied programming for the main stage includes:
•
New and original works;
•
New productions of the Singapore repertoire; and
•
New interpretations of the World’s Classics.
The company’s mission to build a theatre culture also extends to the wider community
through the following divisions:
•
FIRST STAGE!, a project which nurtures young talents from age 5 – 16; and
•
young & W!LD, which identifies and develops Singapore’s young theatre
professionals.
W!LD RICE is committed to touring its shows internationally to raise the profile of
Singapore theatre, to create an international awareness of its unique productions, and
to engage its artists and collaborators in creative dialogues with the international arts
community. Its distinctively Singaporean productions have won great acclaim at major
international arts festivals in Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, Malaysia, New Zealand
and Russia.
In August 2006, W!LD RICE presented the inaugural SINGAPORE THEATRE
FESTIVAL, a biennial new writing festival committed to developing, presenting and
promoting Singapore Theatre. Renamed the OCBC SINGAPORE THEATRE
FESTIVAL in 2008 and MAN SINGAPORE THEATRE FESTIVAL in 2011, this festival
has to date produced 22 World Premieres of new Singapore writing, and has been
hailed as “the main event in the world of the arts” (SPH The Straits Times, 2006), and
the “Blockbuster Event of the Year” (TODAY, 2008).

PRAISE FOR W!LD RICE
Clearly, one of the most dynamic, innovative and
exciting theatre companies in town!
- 938LIVE, Singapore
Theatre that's accessible and intelligent, which combines
serious intent with serious entertainment.
- SPH The Straits Times
Always the sense that you are attending a theatrical event.
- The Flying Inkpot
Exciting and hugely entertaining, This is rich and tender theatre!
- South China Morning Post, Hong Kong
Moving, funny and accomplished. The stage bristles with invention.
- The Dominion Post, New Zealand
Bold and insightful. Scintillatingly funny and thought provoking.
- SPH The Business Times
This is entertaining and challenging theatre.
-The Age, Australia
The zenith of finely wrought artistry.
-The Arts Magazine, Singapore

ABOUT RIA JONES

Ria Jones was born in Swansea South Wales. At 19, she became the youngest
actress ever to play the role of Eva Peron in the musical Evita. This was followed
shortly by her West End debut in Chess, in which she played the roles of both
Svetlana and Florence. She then went on to play Grizabella in Cats at the New
London theatre (where she stayed for two years). Her next theatre role was as Fantine
in Les Miserables at Manchester's Palace Theatre, followed by the national tour, and
the West End. Then came the role of the Narrator in Joseph And His Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat at the Apollo Hammersmith, and the national tour.
Other credits include: playing both Josephine and Monica in Romance Romance at the
Bridewell Theatre; Necrophorous in Nine at the Donmar Warehouse; Kim in the
European premiere of the musical revue Personals at the New End Theatre,
Hampstead; the creation of the role of Emma West in A Twist Of Fate at the Jubilee
Theatre, Raffles, Singapore; Petra in Stephen Sondheim’s A Little Night Music at the
Leicester Haymarket; Ida in Honk at the Victoria Theatre, Singapore; the title role in
the European premiere of Victor/Victoria at the Bridewell Theatre; Liz Imbrie in High
Society UK tour 2004/5 and the Shaftesbury Theatre; Reno Sweeney in the 2006
national tour of Anything Goes, for which she was nominated for a TMA award for best
performance in a musical; Mrs Overall in Acorn Antiques UK tour 2006/7, directed by
Victoria Wood; Alex Spofford in The Witches Of Eastwick UK tour; guest vocalist in
Strictly Come Dancing: The Professionals tour; Closer Than Ever at the Landor
Theatre, London; the Witch in Stephen Sondheim’s Into The Woods at the Esplanade
Theatre, Singapore; and Dorothy Brock in 42nd Street at the Curve, Leicester.

Workshops include creating the role of Norma Desmond in Sunset Boulevard at
Sydmonton Festival; Stephen Sondheim’s Masterclass at St Catherine’s College,
Oxford; Mercedes in Carmen Negra at the Royalty Theatre, London; Zorro The
Musical at The Old Vic Theatre, London; and But First This… as Selina, Leicester
Square Theatre, London.
Concerts have taken Ria worldwide, from France, Belgium, Muscat and Russia to
South Africa, Singapore and Shanghai. She makes regular appearances as a guest
soloist in Denmark, singing with all the major orchestras. In 2009, she was a guest
soloist for the Danish Royal family at the concert house at Tivoli Gardens in
Copenhagen. She has appeared as a soloist with The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
at The Royal Albert Hall, The Birmingham Symphony Orchestra and the BBC Welsh
Symphony Orchestra. She has sung by personal request at Buckingham Palace for
The Duke Of Edinburgh Award Scheme. She has also appeared as a guest soloist in
Children Will Listen, celebrating the work of Stephen Sondheim at The Theatre Royal
Drury Lane; A Night Under The Stars with Bryn Tyrfel at his annual festival in North
Wales; Mary Magdelene in Jesus Christ Superstar at the Barbican Theatre, Eva Peron
in Evita in concert, Highams Park, Chelmsford; Fantine in Les Miserables in concert,
Cardiff Castle; the world premiere of The Three Musketeers, Denmark; Anita in West
Side Story at Ledreborg Castle, Denmark; Missleading Ladies at St Davids Hall,
Cardiff and Swansea Grand Theatre, which she co- devised with her brother Ceri
Dupree; ABBAphonic The Concert with the Royal Philharmonic at The Royal Albert
Hall and on tour in Russia; Ultimate Broadway at The Cultural Square Theatre,
Shanghai. She performs as a regular guest soloist in the Best Of Broadway series at
the Royal Albert Hall with The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. Most recently, she
appeared in a concert tour celebrating the work of Don Black, From Hackney To
Hollywood.
She has recorded her own TV show, One Night Only With Ria Jones, for BBC Wales
and guested on three Royal Variety shows for the BBC, as well as appearing on
numerous TV chat shows and radio shows, including The Paul O’Grady Show for
Channel 4, Friday Night Is Music Night for BBC Radio 2, and Welsh In The West End
for ITV1 Wales. On TV, she played the role of the landlady in Eric And Ernie and has
appeared in Victoria Woods’ TV drama as well as the Miracle Day series of
Torchwood.
Recordings to date include Les Miserables, Manchester cast recording; soloist in A
Tribute To Hal Prince; Kim in Personals; Emma West in A Twist Of Fate; guest soloist
on Pier Nielsen's album My Way (which went platinum); and Christmas Joy; guest
vocalist on Jesper Lundgaard's album Symphony For My Love, recorded with The
Sonderyllands Symphony Orchestra; ABBAphonic and The Music Of Rodgers And
Hammerstein with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra; It’s Better With A Band with the
Prinsens Musikkorp; and her recently-launched album Have You Met Miss Jones?.
www.riajones.co.uk

RICE BALL 2013
THE (VERY) ROYAL BALL
Last year’s completely sold-out The (Very) Royal Ball was a royal success. The
Shangri-La Hotel's Island Ballroom was transformed into a Royal Court for the
evening’s festivities.
Over the course of the night, W!LD RICE held a silent auction for the King Power
Royale – an exquisite piece unique timepiece designed exclusively for us by Hublot.
The auction fetched S$43,000 from a generous individual who prefers to remain
anonymous.
Hublot's timepieces were paired with design maestro Frederick Lee's haute couture
creations in a dazzling runway show, which kicked off the evening's revelries.
Hosted by veteran performer Pam Oei, the Royal Command Variety Performance
featured exhilarating numbers starring Ivan Heng, Hossan Leong, Matilda d'Silva, and
nine-year-old Lauren Yeo, whose performance of O Mio Babbino Caro received a
standing ovation.
Guests at the Ball enjoyed a sumptuous five-course dinner prepared especially by
Colin Buchan, head chef of the Michelin-starred restaurant Pollen, in collaboration with
Shangri-La Hotel’s Executive Sous Chef Nicholas Issel, and Pastry Chef Sam Huang.

