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MESSAGE
FROM
FOUNDING
ARTISTIC
DIRECTOR

WILD RICE is 20 in 2020!
To celebrate this milestone, we are
proud to present a season that truly
represents the best of WILD RICE.
These productions have fired the
public imagination in Singapore
and around the world, and we are
excited to reimagine them for our
very intimate new theatre at Funan.
In the first six months of the year,
you can expect to enjoy some of the
world’s most beloved classics, with a
very WILD twist! Come and be swept
away on a cloud of love and laughter
by our cheeky all-male adaptation
of Oscar Wilde’s The Importance
Of Being Earnest. And you’re
invited to a dinner party in our
bold reimagining of J.B. Priestley’s
psychological thriller, An Inspector
Calls, just before the spectre of a
mysterious death shows up on the
doorstep.
At the same time, we will be
bringing back two modern
Singaporean classics that WILD
RICE is proud to call our own –
Grandmother Tongue, a hilarious,
heartbreaking look at the loss of
dialects and how it has alienated
our older generation; and HOTEL, a
sweeping epic that will take you on
an exhilarating adventure across a
hundred years of Singapore history.
We’re also proud to serve as a venue
showcasing the best of Singapore’s
performing arts scene. Check out

Teater Ekamatra’s Berak, a gripping
examination of grief and grieving;
the debut of The Concordia Quartet –
Singapore’s newest string quartet; In
Our Manner of Speaking, The Opera
People’s thought-provoking song
cycle that shines a spotlight on
the stigma against HIV/AIDS; and
Jason Wee’s arresting performanceinstallation, Quora Fora: A Rehearsal,
for the 2019 Singapore Biennale.
And that’s just the first half of 2020!
Over the past 20 years, WILD RICE
has blazed a trail, creating and
presenting the best of Singapore
theatre, touring the world whilst
nurturing generations of young
talents and audiences.
We would like to express our most
profound gratitude to our patrons,
supporters and WILD RICE Angels,
without whom none of this would
have been possible.
Last, but not least – thank you, dear
audience, for your support. You
are whom we do it all for, and we
hope that this season will inspire,
challenge and entertain you.
We very much look forward to
welcoming you to the theatre!
My Best,
IVAN HENG

An artwork presentation of SINGAPORE BIENNALE 2019
19 JAN, 7pm & 9pm and 16 MAR, timing TBC
ABOUT THE SINGAPORE BIENNALE 2019
Through the act of artistic exploration, the Singapore Biennale
invites participation to transform the world around us, and to get
things done the right way. Titled Every Step in the Right Direction, the
2019 edition focuses on the imperative of making choices and taking
steps to consider current conditions and the human endeavour for
change and betterment.

ABOUT QUORA FORA: A REHEARSAL

Performances with sung libretto, print on molded fabric, cotton panels
and string; dimensions variable. Collection of Jason Wee.
Singapore Biennale 2019 commission
Incorporating his long-term research into the form and function of
spaces, as well as his interest in the choreography of architecture
and body, writer and artist Jason Wee seeks to examine the notions
and ideals of ‘the quorum’ in Quora Fora: A Rehearsal. Conceived as
a performance-installation that interlocks body and form through
assembly and disassembly, Quora Fora: A Rehearsal seeks to ask,
in Wee’s own words, “how do we design the shape and scale of a
demos?” Drawing on the performers’ movements through space
to unlock and activate considerations around the deliberative
assembly, the work can be read as an ongoing search for a new
symbolic form of democracy.
IMDA Rating TBC

Tickets for 19 Jan 2020 shows available from 19 Nov 2019 at wildrice.com.sg
Tickets for 16 Mar 2020 show available from 12 Jan 2020 at wildrice.com.sg

Presented by SINGAPORE BIENNALE 2019

QUORA FORA:
A REHEARSAL

Debut Concert of THE CONCORDIA QUARTET
1 FEB, 8.15pm

The string quartet is widely regarded as the pinnacle of chamber
music – its intimacy, versatility and brilliance having captivated
audiences and captured the imagination of the world’s greatest
composers and musicians over the centuries.
Resound Collective proudly presents THE CONCORDIA QUARTET,
Singapore’s new professional string quartet, in its debut concert.
Four prize-winning musicians - Edward Tan, Kim Kyu Ryi, Matthias
Östringer and Theophilus Tan - will share three masterpieces from
the string quartet repertoire in the cosy acoustics of the Ngee Ann
Kongsi Theatre @ WILD RICE.

CONCERT PROGRAMME
STRING QUARTET IN B-FLAT MAJOR, OP. 74/4
(ªSUNRISEº)
by JOSEPH HADYN

QUARTETTSATZ IN C MINOR, D. 703
by FRANZ SCHUBERT

STRING QUARTET NO. 1 IN F MAJOR, OP. 18/1
by LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN

Tickets available from early Dec 2019 at wildrice.com.sg

Presented by RESOUND COLLECTIVE

ANOTHER
JOURNEY
BEGINS!

ANOTHER
JOURNEY
BEGINS!

The Straits Times

Limelight Magazine,
Australia

ªVisually
ravishing
and extremely
compelling.º
The Business Times

THE IMPORTANCE
OF BEING EARNEST
Written by OSCAR WILDE
Directed by GLEN GOEI
Starring BRENDON FERNANDEZ, CHUA ENLAI,
CRISPIAN CHAN, DANIEL YORK, GAVIN YAP, HOSSAN LEONG,
IVAN HENG & LIM KAY SIU
From 7 FEB
Singapore Sign Language (SgSL) Performance
Sat 15 Feb | 7.30pm
Captioned Performance
Sun 23 Feb | 2.30pm
Audio Described Performance
Sun 23 Feb | 2.30pm
(Touch tour will begin at 1.30pm)

Two romeos bend the truth to spice up their love lives. Jack has
invented a brother, Ernest, whom he uses to escape his dull country
life and to woo the ravishing Gwendolyn. His best friend, Algernon,
also decides to take the name ‘Ernest’ to cosy up to Jack’s beautiful
ward, Cecily, in the country. But things spin hilariously out of control
when their deceptions are discovered, threatening to spoil their
romantic pursuits.
Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest is one of the world’s
most popular comedies, boasting some of the funniest lines in
the English language. In WILD RICE’s award-winning production,
celebrated theatre and film director Glen Goei puts a joyous spin on
this comic masterpiece by casting an all-male ensemble – revealing
fresh insights into this classic tale about courtship, hidden identities
and the foibles of high society.
With a sensational international cast, dressed to the nines by
renowned fashion doyen Frederick Lee and accompanied live by The
Concordia Quartet, The Importance of Being Earnest promises to lift
your spirits with an evening of sparkling wit, laughter and love.
IMDA Rating ADVISORY (ALL MALE CAST)

Presented by WILD RICE

ªStrong camaraderie
onstage with a
peculiarly powerful
mix of testosterone
and coquettish
teasing...º

ªWILD RICE has
grasped The
Importance of
Being Earnest with
both hands, and
performed it at its
extravagant best.º

Performed by THE OPERA PEOPLE
21 MAR, 5pm & 8pm and 22 MAR, 5pm

The second edition of The Opera People’s recital series, In Our
Manner of Speaking shines a spotlight on the stigma of HIV/
AIDS through song. This recital series is inspired by The AIDS
Quilt Songbook, a collection that began in the early 1990s of
contemporary composers responding to the stigma of those living
with the disease - including works by Ned Rorem, William Bolcom,
Libby Larsen and Ricky Ian Gordon, as well as more recent additions
to the collection by Kamala Sankaram and Tania Leon. The Opera
People will also add their own patchwork to this quilt with a newly
commissioned song by local composer Chen Zhangyi, set to the
poetry of celebrated poet Cyril Wong.
IMDA Rating TBC

Tickets available from 15 Jan 2020 at wildrice.com.sg

Presented by THE OPERA PEOPLE

IN OUR MANNER
OF SPEAKING:
THE AIDS QUILT
SONGBOOK

Written by ZULFADLI RASHID
Directed by MOHD FARED JAINAL
Starring AIDLI ALIN MOSBIT, FIR RAHMAN,
SITI HAJAR ABDUL GANI & SITI KHALIJAH ZAINAL
25 to 28 MAR, 8pm
Berak chronicles the aftermath of a suicide.
A grandmother bargains with divine powers to
release her son’s soul from hell – failing which,
she brings him home. She takes over the reins of
bringing up her granddaughter, while keeping
her daughter-in-law at bay so as to save her
granddaughter all for herself. She tries to instill
in her granddaughter the understanding that
death is merely a joke, that there’s nothing to cry
about as she takes her on a mind trip towards
the underworld and purgatory. These personal
fantasies of the afterlife are challenged, however,
when her granddaughter contracts a terminal
illness.

ON CHONG TZE CHIEN’S POOP!

ªPoop! delivered a
comically tragic and
important narrative
of life and death that
was nothing short of
shattering, compelling
audiences to confront
the harrowing fears
that surround the
concept of mortality
in both truth and
honesty.º

The never-ending days of mourning are brought
Arts Equator
to lurid, three-dimensional, high-definition life
as the agonising wait for the ultimate redemption
becomes an imprisonment in the realm between
the living and non-living on earth.
Berak is a transcreation of Poop!, originally written by Chong Tze
Chien and produced by The Finger Players.
*Performed in Malay with English surtitles
IMDA Rating TBC

Tickets available from 25 Dec 2019 at wildrice.com.sg

Presented by TEATER EKAMATRA

BERAK

Popspoken

ªPowerful...
Brilliant...
Superb!º
The Straits Times

ªA play which
does more
showing than
telling - but
speaks volumes
nonetheless.º
The Business Times

GRANDMOTHER
TONGUE
Written & Directed by THOMAS LIM
Starring JALYN HAN, REI POH & TAN SHOU CHEN
From 2 APRIL
Singapore Sign Language (SgSL) Performance
Sat 11 Apr | 7.30pm
Audio Described Performance
Sun 19 Apr| 2.30pm
(Touch tour will begin at 1.30pm)

In a Singapore where dialects have been losing relevance
for generations, Grandmother Tongue traces a young man’s
struggle to connect with his 84-year-old Teochew-speaking
grandmother.
He teaches her to use a mobile phone. He helps her buy her
favourite brand of soya sauce. He visits her in hospital after
a fall. Along the way, he begins to understand just what it
means to spend decades in linguistic and cultural exile.
Back by popular demand after two sell-out runs, Thomas
Lim’s funny, insightful play examines the social costs of
our mother-tongue language policy and the erasure of
dialects in today’s Singapore. In ways both humorous
and heartbreaking, Grandmother Tongue explores how our
identities are bound up with the languages that we use and
the ones that we lose.
IMDA Rating ADVISORY 16 (SOME MATURE CONTENT & COARSE
LANGUAGE)

Presented by WILD RICE

ªBoldly done in multiple
languages, including
dialects, Grandmother
Tongue will have a soft
spot in our hearts for a
long time to come.º

Presented by WILD RICE

ªAgatha Christie
meets The
Twilight Zone.º
Entertainment
Weekly

ªThis play
should be
compulsory
for theatre-lovers.º
Copyright agency for works by J.B. Priestley

British Theatre
Guide

United Agents | Nicki Stoddart
nstoddart@unitedagents.co.uk
AN INSPECTOR CALLS was first performed
in the Soviet Union (Russia) in 1945.

AN INSPECTOR
CALLS

Written by J.B. PRIESTLEY
Directed by GLEN GOEI | Starring BENJAMIN CHOW, GAVIN YAP,
GHAFIR AKBAR, LIM KAY SIU, SERENE CHEN & SHU YI CHING
From 7 MAY
Singapore Sign Language (SgSL) Performance
Sat 16 May | 7.30pm
Captioned Performance
Sun 24 May| 2.30pm
Audio Described Performance
Sun 24 May| 2.30pm
(Touch tour will begin at 1.30pm)

In a comfortable middle-class home, a family sits down to a celebratory
dinner. But their evening is cut short by the unexpected arrival of an
Inspector. He brings news of the tragic death of a young woman.
As the Inspector investigates, tensions escalate – threatening to shatter
the very foundations on which entire lives and identities have been
built. What crime has been committed here? Who is guilty? And who
isn’t?
Written with startling prescience by J.B. Priestley in 1945, An Inspector
Calls is more relevant than ever today. A riveting clash of murder
and morality, class and conscience, Priestley’s classic play asks its
characters – and today’s audiences – to take a good, hard look at the
troubling disparities in the world brought about by power, privilege
and poverty.
Join WILD RICE for this spectacular production of An Inspector Calls,
which has been daringly reimagined by director Glen Goei and his topnotch creative team. What more is there to this play’s characters than
meets the eye?
IMDA Rating TBC

Popspoken

ªImpressively
written and
presented, HOTEL
does not let up until
checkout.º
The Australian

ªA five-star
experience!º
The Straits Times

HOTEL

Written by ALFIAN SA'AT & MARCIA VANDERSTRAATEN
Directed by IVAN HENG & GLEN GOEI
Starring BRENDON FERNANDEZ, DANIEL JENKINS, DWAYNE LAU,
GHAFIR AKBAR, GLORIA ANG, IVAN HENG, JO KUKATHAS,
JULIE WEE, LEE CHEE KENG, LINA YU, MOO SIEW KEH, PAM OEI,
SHARDA HARRISON & SITI KHALIJAH ZAINAL
From 11 JUNE
Singapore Sign Language (SgSL) Performance
Sat 20 Jun | 2.30pm & 7.30pm
Audio Described Performance
Sun 28 Jun | 2.30pm & 7.30pm
(Touch tour will begin at 1.30pm)

A hotel in Singapore is opened at the turn of the century,
when the island is still a jewel in the crown of the British
Empire. Each day, new faces appear and swiftly disappear
– guests and staff alike. Every ten years, we check in to
meet its residents: Cantonese nannies, Malay film stars,
Japanese soldiers, transsexual sex workers, wedding
guests, suspected terrorists and more. They live out the
pivotal moments in their personal lives as empires die
and new ones are born from their ashes.
Even though the chambermaids clean up after them,
readying the room for the next guests, traces of the
past persist, and time reveals its cyclical nature. Ghosts
communicate with the living, doubles are separated by
decades, and a single moment of decision haunts the
generations that come after.
Spanning a century and performed over five hours in
nine languages, HOTEL is a multi-generational epic
that explores the notions of nationhood, migration and
identity against the backdrop of a shrinking world.
IMDA Rating ADVISORY 16 (SOME MATURE CONTENT)

Presented by WILD RICE

ªExceptionally
fearless and
outstandingly
original, WILD
RICE's HOTEL will
unquestionably go
down in history as
a Singapore theatre
classic.º

BOOK
NOW!

SAVE ON 2020 TICKETS

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
From 7 Feb 2020 | The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ WILD RICE
Preview
7 Feb | 7.30pm
Tue, Wed & Thu | 7.30pm
Fri, Sat | 7.30pm
$35, $45, $60, $70
$40, $50, $65, $80
Sat, Sun | 2.30pm
$45, $55, $75, $90

GRANDMOTHER TONGUE
From 2 Apr 2020 | The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ WILD RICE
Tue, Wed & Thu | 7.30pm
$25, $30, $40, $50

Fri, Sat | 7.30pm
Sat, Sun | 2.30pm
$30, $40, $50, $60

From 7 May 2020 | The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ WILD RICE
Tue, Wed & Thu | 7.30pm
$35, $45, $60, $70

Fri, Sat | 7.30pm
Sat, Sun | 2.30pm
$40, $55, $70, $80

HOTEL
From 11 Jun 2020 | The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ WILD RICE
Each ticket permits entry to Parts 1 and 2 of HOTEL:
Preview
11 Jun | 7.30pm (Part 1)
Tue | 7.30pm (Part 1)
Thu | 7.30pm (Part 1)
+ 12 Jun | 7.30pm (Part 2)
+ Wed | 7.30pm (Part 2)
+ Fri | 7.30pm (Part 2)
$60, $80, $100, $120
$60, $80, $100, $120
$80, $100, $120, $140
Sat | 2.30pm (Part 1)
+ 7.30pm (Part 2)
$80, $100, $120, $140

•

20% off for WILD RICE Angels

EARLY BIRD
11 NOV - 4 DEC
•
•
•
•

20% off for WILD RICE Angels
20% off for American Express® CapitaCard Members
15% off for American Express® Card Members
15% off for General Public

OTHER DISCOUNTS
5 DEC - END OF SHOW RUN

AN INSPECTOR CALLS
Previews
7 & 8 May | 7.30pm
$30, $40, $50, $60

PRIORITY BOOKING
4 NOV - 10 NOV

•
•
•
•

15% off for WILD RICE Angels
10% off for American Express® CapitaCard Members
10% off for American Express® Card Members
10% off for Students, Full-time NSFs & Senior
Citizens

CORPORATE & GROUP DISCOUNTS
SAVE UP TO 25%

25

%

WITH

OFF

SEASON
PASS
BUY TICKETS
TO 3 OR MORE
SHOWS
ANGELS
From now till 4 Dec

25% off
From 5 Dec till 25 Apr

15% off
GENERAL
PUBLIC
From now till 4 Dec

20% off
From 5 Dec till 25 Apr

For bookings of 20+ tickets, please contact
15% off
Ross Toh at 6292-2695 or sales@wildrice.com.sg
For school bookings, please contact
Ezzat Alkaff at 6971-1055 or ezzatalkaff@wildrice.com.sg

TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA:

SISTIC HOTLINE 6348-5555 | WWW.WILDRICE.COM.SG | SISTIC AUTHORISED AGENTS

Sun | 2.30pm (Part 1)
+ 7.30pm (Part 2)
$80, $100, $120, $140

All prices exclude SISTIC handling fees.
For non-WILD RICE productions, please refer to individual show pages for more information.

UP TO

WILD RICE @ FUNAN
107 NORTH BRIDGE ROAD, LEVEL 4, SINGAPORE 179105

WILD
RICE
ACADEMY
WE TAKE PLAY SERIOUSLY.

Are you looking for fun ways for your child to learn about themselves and
the world around them? Are you wondering how to help your child develop
essential speaking, listening and reading skills? Then come join us at the
brand-new WILD RICE Academy, where learning comes alive through the art
of theatre and storytelling!
At the WILD RICE Academy, we empower children to learn drama through
different kinds of play – playing games, playing roles and making plays.
We believe that drama and the arts are fundamental to their well-being
and happiness: it fires the imagination, encourages empathy, improves
confidence and stimulates curiosity about the world in which we live.
We will be offering a host of stimulating programmes suitable for children
aged 5 to 12 – a learning journey designed and conducted by trained,
experienced and inspiring drama educators. Our classes feature an
exhilarating mix of storytelling, music, dance and performance, and promise
to be engaging, enriching and entertaining.
Each programme lasts 10 weeks and will culminate in a showcase in which
your child takes centre stage.
All classes begin in February 2020.
Limited spots per class. Sign up now!
For more information, please email academy@wildrice.com.sg

ADVENTURES IN STORYLAND (Ages 5-8)

ACTS OF IMAGINATION (Ages 9-12)

Stories are full of magic and wonder
– they can teach us about ourselves,
or fly us to the moon and back. This
programme will give children the gift
of stories and story-telling. Through
role-playing, movement, song and
dance, participants will have the
opportunity to bring a wide range of
children’s stories to life. These include
beloved international classics, books
written by Singaporean and regional
authors, and WILD RICE’s very own
pantomimes.

Making theatre is a thrilling
adventure that gives us new ways in
which to think and talk about the
world. This programme will present
older children with the hands-on
opportunity to learn by making
and performing theatre. Guided by
industry professionals, children will
be encouraged to experiment and
discover new ideas through theatre
techniques and skills – including
improvisation, creating scenes from
scratch, performing comedy and
more.

Living Your Fantasy I:
Ages 5 - 6, from 1 Feb 2020,
Saturdays, 10 – 11.30am
Living Your Fantasy II:
Ages 7 - 8, from 1 Feb 2020,
Saturdays, 11.30am – 1pm

Imagination & Improvisation I:
Ages 9 - 10, from 1 Feb 2020,
Saturdays, 1 – 2.30pm
Imagination & Improvisation II:
Ages 11 - 12, from 1 Feb 2020,
Saturdays, 2.30 – 4pm

DEVELOPMENT AD

THERE IS NO BETTER TIME
TO
BE
AN
ANGEL
Enjoy special benefits and privileges during our most exciting

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

and ambitious year yet!

ARCHANGEL

2020 is a significant year for us as we celebrate our 20th anniversary.
We have lined up more than 10 shows, including our greatest hits
together with newly developed work by some of Singapore theatre’s
most promising talents.
This would not have been possible without our Angels’ invaluable
support. Their contributions are critical in ensuring that we present
theatre of the highest quality while keeping our shows inclusive,
accessible and affordable.
With a donation starting from as little as S$350 per year, you can
contribute to the lifeline of a Singaporean creative enterprise that
enriches the life of so many with the gift of inspiration and happiness.

CORPORATE SPONSOR

OFFICIAL CARD

OFFICIAL MAKE UP

WHAT'S MORE, YOU CAN ENJOY:

OFFICIAL CATERER

Meeting the Artists

Special Events

OFFICIAL PRINTER

OFFICIAL WINE

Backstage Tours

OTHER ANGEL BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES INCLUDE:
Complimentary Tickets
Special Discounts on all WILD RICE Shows
Priority Booking for the Best Seats in the House
250% Tax Deduction
… and much more!
Sign up now at wildrice.com.sg/angel or contact angels@wildrice.com.sg

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

WILD RICE LTD is supported by the National Arts Council under the Major Company
Scheme for the period from 1 April 2019 to 31 March 2022.

SEASON 2020 (JAN-JUL)
CALENDAR

ABOUT
WILD RICE

19 JAN			
QUORA FORA: A REHEARSAL (SINGAPORE BIENNALE 2019)
			by JASON WEE

WILD RICE was founded in 2000 by Ivan Heng, an internationally
acclaimed and award-winning theatre practitioner, and is
recognised today as one of Singapore’s leading professional theatre
companies.

1 FEB		
ANOTHER JOURNEY BEGINS!
			Debut Concert of THE CONCORDIA QUARTET
FROM 7 FEB		

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST

16 MAR			
QUORA FORA: A REHEARSAL (SINGAPORE BIENNALE 2019)
			by JASON WEE
21 & 22 MAR		
IN OUR MANNER OF SPEAKING: THE AIDS QUILT SONGBOOK
			by THE OPERA PEOPLE
25 - 29 MAR 		
BERAK
			by TEATER EKAMATRA
FROM 2 APR		

GRANDMOTHER TONGUE

FROM 7 MAY		

AN INSPECTOR CALLS

FROM 11 JUN		

HOTEL

INTRODUCING

DARK
NIGHT
DIALOGUES
PROGRAMMED & MODERATED BY ALFIAN SA'AT
We are bringing together artists, writers, academics and theatre-makers for a
series of talks, panels and roundtables on topics that concern theatre-making
or the arts community at large. Dark Night Dialogues will take place on the
last Monday of every month, starting from January 2020. This free event is
part of our initiative to have more conversations about culture, even as we
continue connecting artists and audiences. Look out for details on our socials
or website!

Its mission is to provide an open forum for the shared experience
of theatre: celebrating our diversity, reflecting on the problems and
possibilities of our times, and presenting productions that inspire,
challenge and entertain.
A commitment to the highest standards informs every aspect of
WILD RICE’s creative work, which is first and foremost a celebration
of Singapore’s theatrical talent. By producing and touring
productions that are distinctively local in flavour and yet universal
in vision and concerns, the company creates memorable experiences
for audiences in Singapore and across the world.
WILD RICE is committed to touring its shows internationally to raise
the profile of Singapore theatre, to create an international awareness
of its unique productions, and to engage its artists and collaborators
in creative dialogues with the international arts community. Its
distinctively Singaporean productions have won great acclaim in
major international arts festivals in Australia, Canada, Hong Kong,
Macau, Malaysia, New Zealand and Russia.
WILD RICE @ Funan is the company’s new home in the heart
of Singapore’s civic and cultural district. This groundbreaking
performing arts complex promises to be an iconic destination
theatre for Singapore — one dedicated to creating and presenting
the best of Singapore theatre, while nurturing the artists and
audiences of tomorrow.

WILDRICE.COM.SG

