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Wild Rice's Hansel and Gretel stars Dwayne Tan and Denise Tan (both above) as the brother and sister pair and 

SebastianTan (centre) as the evil witch called The Chef. -- PHOTO: WILD RICE  

Hansel and Gretel (played by Dwayne Tan and Denise Tan) have a new stepmother: a wannabe 

pop singer (Vernetta Lopez) who wants to have a career in Los Angeles. 

She decides that the family budget is too tight to support her stepchildren, and so abandons 

them in the jungles of Mandai to fend for themselves. 

In the wilderness, the siblings run into a house with fences made of fishball sticks, walls of kueh 

lapis and roof tiles of kaya toast. 

In it lives The Chef (Sebastian Tan), who is looking for the missing ingredient to make that 

perfect dish, and the children may prove to be the key. 

Wild Rice's annual pantomine, in which the theatre group gives fairy tales a local context, is 

directed by actress Pam Oei, 40, this year. This is her first time in the director's seat. 

She chose Hansel & Gretel by the Brothers Grimm because it was one of the few fairy tales that 

did not involve a princess being rescued by a Prince Charming. 

Following Wild Rice's panto tradition, the script, written by Alfian Sa'at, is filled with barbs and 

potshots at the year's current affairs, and coded naughty jokes aimed at adults. 

Oei, who is well-known as one-third of the cabaret trio Dim Sum Dollies, took on the project 

because she wanted to challenge herself before the milestone of her 40th birthday. 

While helming this work, which also happens to have a revolving cast of 30 children as part of 

the ensemble, she says: "I realised that I'm a lot more relaxed about things than I thought I would 



be. I've always known that I'm a control freak, a Type A personality. But I'm very open to 

suggestions and I like to think that I'm quite collaborative." 

What is trickier, she adds, is working with friends and fellow actors. "At first I did feel a bit strange 

telling Denise (Tan) what to do. And how do I tell Sebastian (Tan) to say this line a bit 

differently?" 

But professionalism takes over, and she says that the greatest pleasure was in enjoying the 

singing and dancing abilities of her cast. Because the one thing that she does not miss as a 

director is having to learn choreography. "That really rocks my world. All my actors are such 

good dancers, it's amazing to watch them learn the steps so quickly," she says. 

Then she adds with a burst of wicked laughter: "Sometimes I say, the choreo looks good, can 

make it more complicated or not?" 

BACKGROUND STORY 

Book it 

HANSEL & GRETEL 

Where: Drama Centre Theatre 

When: Nov 22 to Dec 15, 7.30pm; 2.30pm weekend matinees; no shows on Monday 

Admission: $44 to $69 from Sistic 

 


