
 
 
 
 
1 April 2010 
 
 
 
Dear Teachers, 
 
 
This Edupack is a follow up of the performance of Animal Farm by W!LD 
RICE. It is divided into 3 easy sections:- 
 
1. FACT – where the students are introduced to the author George 

Orwell, with information on why he writes and pictures of him. 
 
2. FICTION – where the novel Animal Farm is discussed in detail, 

including comparisons to the actual Russian Revolution.  
 
3. FUN – where fun and engaging activities based on both the novel and 

the performance are suggested for the students. 
 
 
Please feel free to change or modify any of the suggested activities to suit 
your students’ needs.  
 
 
Have a W!LD time with us. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
 
Judy Ngo 
Artistic Director, CH!LL! PADI 
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FACT 

  

 
 
George Orwell was born as Eric Blair in 1903 in Motihari, Bengal, a British colony. 
His mother, Ida, brought him to England at the age of one. He is the second of three 
siblings and the only son.  
 
At the age of five, Blair was sent to a small Anglican parish school where he 
impressed the teachers so much that two years later he was recommended to the 
headmaster of one of the most successful preparatory schools in England at the time: 
St Cyprian's School, in Eastbourne, Sussex. Young Eric attended St Cyprian's on a 
scholarship. He did well enough to earn scholarships to both Wellington and Eton 
colleges. After finishing his studies at Eton, having no prospect of gaining a university 
scholarship and his family's means being insufficient to pay his tuition, Eric joined the 
Indian Imperial Police in Burma. He resigned and returned to England in 1928 after 
having grown to hate imperialism. 
 
He adopted his pen name in 1933, while writing for the New Adelphi. He chose a pen 
name that stressed his deep, lifelong affection for the English tradition and 
countryside: George is the patron saint of England (and George V was monarch at 
the time), while the River Orwell in Suffolk was one of his most beloved English sites.  
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Orwell lived for several years in poverty and homelessness. He eventually found 
work as a schoolteacher until ill health forced him to give this up. Soon after the 
outbreak of the Spanish Civil War, Orwell volunteered to fight for the Republicans 
against Franco's Nationalist uprising. He was a democratic socialist, a member of the 
Independent Labour Party, a critic of Joseph Stalin and was suspicious of Moscow-
directed Stalinism after his experiences during the Spanish Civil War. 
 

After the Spanish Civil War, Orwell 
began supporting himself by 
writing book reviews for the New 
English Weekly until 1940. During 
World War II he was a member of 
the Home Guard and in 1941 he 
began work for the BBC Eastern 
Service. He was well aware that 
he was shaping propaganda and 
despite the good pay, he resigned 
in 1943 to become literary editor of 
Tribune.  
 
In 1944 Orwell finished Animal 
Farm and the royalties from the 
novel provided him with a 
comfortable income for the first 
time in his adult life. Between 1936 
and 1945 Orwell was married to 
Eileen O'Shaughnessy, with whom 
he adopted a son, Richard Horatio 
Blair. She died in 1945 during an 
operation. In the autumn of 1949, 
shortly before his death, he 
married Sonia Brownell.  
 
Orwell died at the age of 46 from 
tuberculosis which he had 

probably contracted during his period of poverty. He was in and out of hospitals for 
the last three years of his life. Having requested burial in accordance with Anglican 
rites, he was interred in All Saints' Churchyard, Sutton Courtenay, Oxfordshire with 
the simple epitaph: Here lies Eric Arthur Blair, born June 25th 1903, died January 
21st 1950. 
 
 
Why does he write? 
 
In his essay Why I Write, Orwell admits that he often felt lonely as a middle child and 
hence formed the habit of making up stories and holding conversations with 
imaginary persons. Since young, he knew that he had a facility with words and the 
power to face unpleasant facts. He wanted to create a private world in which he 
could get his own back for his failures in everyday life.  
 
At the age of 16, he suddenly discovered the joy of mere words and he wanted to 
write enormous naturalistic novels with unhappy endings, full of detailed descriptions 
and passages in which words were used partly for the sake of their sound. 
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Orwell felt that if not for the 
Spanish Civil war and WWII, 
he would have written for 
purely egotistical, aesthetic 
and historical reasons. But 
since this particular series of 
events in his life, everything 
that he wrote after 1936 has 
been written directly or 
indirectly against totalitarianism. 
His writing became very 
heavily infused with political 
themes. And the number of his 
critics increased. 
 
Animal Farm became the first 
novel in which he tried, with full consciousness, to fuse political purpose with an 
artistic purpose. 
 
 
What is a political satire? 
 
Satire is often strictly defined as a literary genre or form, although in practice it is also 
found in the graphic and performing arts. In satire, human or individual vices, follies, 
abuses, or shortcomings are held up to censure by means of ridicule, derision, 
burlesque, irony, or other methods, ideally with the intent to bring about improvement. 
Although satire is usually meant to be funny, the purpose of satire is not primarily 
humour in itself so much as an attack on something of which the author strongly 
disapproves, using the weapon of wit.  
 
Political satire is a significant part of satire that specialises in gaining entertainment 
from politics; it has also been used with subversive intent where political speech and 
dissent are forbidden by a regime, as a method of advancing political arguments 
where such arguments are expressly forbidden.  
 
In the case of Animal Farm, Orwell wrote about the Russian Revolution and Joseph 
Stalin. 
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FICTION 

Animal Farm was first published in England, 17th Aug 1945. The original title was 
Animal Farm: A Fairy Story, but ‘A Fairy Story’ was dropped by the US publishers for 
its 1946 publication. Time Magazine chose the book as one of the 100 best English-
language novels of all time. 
 
 
What is Animal Farm about? 

 
The novel addresses not only the 
corruption of the revolution by its leaders 
but also how wickedness, indifference, 
ignorance, greed and myopia destroy any 
possibility of a Utopia. While this novel 
portrays corrupt leadership as the flaw in 
revolution (and not the act of revolution 
itself), it also shows how potential 
ignorance and indifference to problems 
within a revolution could allow horrors to 
happen if a smooth transition to a people's 
government is not satisfied. 
 
 
Summary of Animal Farm 
 
Old Major, the old boar on the Manor Farm, 
calls the animals on the farm for a meeting, 
where he compares the humans to 
parasites and teaches the animals a 
revolutionary song, ‘Beasts of England’. 
After his death, two young pigs, Snowball 
and Napoleon, assume command and 

instigate a revolution. The animals drive the drunken and irresponsible farm owner, 
Mr. Jones, from the farm, and rename it ‘Animal Farm’. 
 
The Seven Commandments of Animalism are written on the wall of a barn. All the 
animals work hard, but the workhorse, Boxer, does more than others. Snowball 
attempts to teach the animals reading and writing; food is plentiful; and the farm runs 
smoothly. Moses the pet raven talks about Sugar Candy Mountain, a heaven for 
hardworking animals. Mollie the show horse reminisces about life with the Jones as 
she used to be pampered with sugar cubes and ribbons. 
 
The pigs elevate themselves to positions of leadership and set aside special food 
items for themselves. Napoleon takes the pups from the farm dogs and trains them 
privately. When Mr. Jones tries retaking the farm, the animals defeat him at what 
they call the ‘Battle of the Cowshed’.  
 
Napoleon and Snowball struggle for leadership. When Snowball announces his idea 
for a windmill, Napoleon opposes it and has his dogs chase Snowball away. In 
Snowball's absence, Napoleon declares himself the leader. Using a young pig 
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named Squealer as his mouthpiece, Napoleon announces that Snowball stole the 
idea for the windmill from him.  
 
The animals start building a windmill. After a violent storm, the animals find the 
windmill annihilated. Napoleon and Squealer convince the animals that Snowball 
destroyed the windmill. To prevent future sabotage, Napoleon begins killing animals 
he accuses of consorting with Snowball.  
 
 

 
 
 
Napoleon begins abusing his powers and the pigs impose even more control over 
food rations and work hours while reserving even more privileges for themselves. 
The pigs rewrite history, villainizing Snowball and glorifying Napoleon. The cold, 
starved and overworked animals remain convinced that they are better off than they 
were when ruled by Mr. Jones. Mollie, unable to withstand the hardship, runs away. 
 
Mr Frederick, one of the neighbouring farmers, swindles Napoleon, attacks the farm 
and blows up the restored windmill. Though the animals win the battle, many are 
wounded, including Boxer. Boxer continues working harder and harder, until he 
collapses. Napoleon sends for a van to take Boxer to the veterinarian but Benjamin 
the literate donkey notices that the van belongs to a slaughter house. The animals’ 
attempt to rescue Boxer is futile. Squealer reports that the van was purchased by the 
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hospital and the writing from the previous owner had not been repainted. He recounts 
a tale of Boxer's death in the hands of the best medical care when in reality, the pigs 
sent Boxer to his death in exchange for money.  
 
Years pass, and the pigs learn to walk upright, carry whips, and wear clothes. The 
Seven Commandments are reduced to a single phrase: ‘All animals are equal, but 
some animals are more equal than others’. Napoleon holds a dinner party and 
announces an alliance with the humans, against the labouring classes of both 
‘worlds’. He abolishes practices and traditions related to the Revolution, and reverts 
the name of the farm to ‘Manor Farm’. 
 
The animals, overhearing the conversation, notice that the faces of the pigs have 
begun to change. During a poker match, an argument breaks out between Napoleon 
and Mr. Pilkington and the animals realize that the faces of the pigs look like the 
faces of humans and no one can tell the difference between them. 
 
 
What is the Russian Revolution and how is it related to Animal Farm? 
 

Russian Revolution Animal Farm 

Czar Nicholas II 
- A poor leader 
- Cruel to his people, brutal to his 

opponents 

Mr Jones 
- Irresponsible 
- Cruel to animals 
 

Karl Marx 
- Invented Communism 
- ‘Workers of the world, unite!’ 
- Died before revolution  

Old Major 
- Invented Animalism 
- ‘Beasts of England’ 
- Died before revolution 

Communism 
- Government owns everything, 

people own the government 
- All people equal 
- Labourers get a better life 

Animalism 
- No owners, all animals own the 

farm 
- All animals equal 
- Workers get a better life 

Leon Trotsky 
- Idealist communist 
- Wants to improve life for all in 

Russia 
- The other leader of the ‘October 

Revolution’ 
- Chased away by Lenin’s secret 

police (KGB)  

Snowball 
- Young, smart and idealistic 
- Wants to make life better for all 
- One of the leaders of the 

revolution 
- Chased away by Napoleon’s 

dogs 
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Russian Revolution Animal Farm 

Joseph Stalin 
- Not a good speaker, not as 

educated as Trotsky 
- Ambitious, killed everyone who 

opposed him 
- Used KGB, Church and 

propaganda to control the people 

Napoleon 
- Not a good speaker, not as 

clever as Snowball 
- Ambitious, killed his opponents 
- Used dogs, Moses and Squealer 

to control the animals 
 

Propaganda department 
- Worked to support Stalin’s image 
- Justified Stalin’s actions and 

convinced people to follow Stalin 
- Used education to control the 

people 
 
 

Squealer 
- Acted as a propaganda tool for 

Napoleon 
- Justified Napoleon’s actions and 

convinced animals to follow 
Napoleon 

- Changed and manipulated the 
commandments 

KGB – Secret Police 
- Not the official police but worked 

in Stalin’s favour 
- Often used violence and force to 

control people (have killed entire 
families for disobedience)  

The Dogs 
- Private army of Napoleon which 

used fear to control the animals 
- Killed or intimidated any 

opponents of Napoleon 
 

Religion 
- Introduced the idea of heaven as 

an ideal afterlife for good 
hardworking people 

- Marx called religion a lie which 
makes people work blindly 

- Religion was tolerated because  
it would stop violent revolutions 
and would make people work 

Moses 
- Told animals about ideal heaven 

as reward for working hard 
- Snowball and Old Major were 

against him 
- Taught animals to work and not 

to complain 
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FUN 

What are the original rules and chant?  
 

1. Whatever goes upon two legs is an enemy. 
2. Whatever goes upon four legs, or has wings, is a friend.  
3. No animal shall wear clothes.  
4. No animal shall sleep in a bed.  
5. No animal shall drink alcohol.  
6. No animal shall kill any other animal.  
7. All animals are equal.  

 
“Four legs good, two legs bad” 

 
 
What are the changes and new chant? 

 
4.  No animal shall sleep in a bed with sheets. 
5.  No animal shall drink alcohol to excess. 
6.  No animal shall kill any other animal without cause. 

 
“Four legs good, two legs better” 
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 1 
 

Inform the students that Napoleon has just came up with this new commandment ‘All 
animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others’. Unfortunately, 
Squealer, the main spokesperson for Napoleon has just been diagnosed with a bad 
case of laryngitis. Hence Napoleon has put the students in charge of publicity and 
promotion of this new campaign. They have to make sure that the other skeptical 
animals in the class (their classmates) understand and agree with this new 
commandment. 
 
Divide the students into groups and have them design and come up with a poster for 
the new commandment. They are also encouraged to come up with a slogan which 
can be introduced as a simple poem or song (they can use an original composition or 
modify the lyrics to a known song). 
 
Creativity and innovativeness is highly encouraged. 
 
 
How can human beings act as animals? 
 
In the performance, the actors play a variety of animals. However instead of doing 
complete costume changes, they use their bodies and voices to portray these 
animals. 
 
Examples: 
 
Denise Tan while playing Mollie tossed her head more and puffed out her chest to 
portray the vain horse. 
 
Pam Oei while playing Squealer tip-toed as much as possible (as pigs walk on very 
small hoofs), clenched her fists into hoof like balls so that her 5 fingers are never 
seen and bent her back to give the impression that she is walking on all fours. 
 
Gani A Karim used the frantic movements of his head and neck to portray a chicken. 
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 2 
 
Compile a list of animal traits and characteristics based on animals found within and 
outside the play. 

 
Pig - Grunts and snorts 

- Has hoofs 
- Is on all fours constantly 
- Is fat and heavy 

Raven - Squawks and is very loud 
- Has claws 
- Turns head in small degrees constantly 
- Has wings 

Horse - Neighs 
- Shakes head from side to side 
- Stands upright and tall 
- Has long limbs 

Donkey 
 
 
Sheep 
 
 
Dog 
 
 
Snake - Crawls on the floor 

- Hisses and sticks tongue out constantly 
- Slides and slithers smoothly 

Hamster - Chews things constantly 
- Is able to stay still or burst into frantic movement quickly 
- On all fours constantly, has shorter fore limbs than hind legs 

Kangaroo 
 
 

 

Rabbit 
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 3 
 
Based on this list of animal traits and characteristics in Activity 2, divide the students 
into groups of 4 or 5 and have each group pick 1 animal. They are to suggest ways to 
humanize these traits. 
 
Eg. Pig - Grunts and snorts 

 
 

- Make grunts and snorts 
while talking 

 - Has hoofs 
 

- Hold hands in fists, keep 
elbows bent and hold fists in 
front of body constantly 

 
 - Is on all fours constantly 

 
- Keep knees bent, don’t 

stand upright, do not stand 
with both feet on the ground 
(constantly keep 1 heel 
raised) 

 
 - Is fat and heavy - Stamp the feet on the 

ground when walking; sit 
heavily; talk in a lower tone 
or voice 

 
   
 
What did the actors do to get into character? 
 

 
 
Gani went to the zoo to observe animals and their movements. Then he had to 
merge the animal’s “essence” into his human movements and thoughts. 
 
Yu-Beng and Pam went to an abattoir to observe pigs in action. 
 
Denise and Gene watched real animals in action and keep abreast of current issues. 
 
Everyone went through days of physical exploration to reproduce the shape and 
characteristics of the animals. 
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 4 
 
Prepare cards with the names of animals on it, 2 cards per animal. Put the cards into 
a dark bag. Have the students pick out one card each. Do not allow the students to 
peek or exchange cards. They are to assume the identity of the animal printed on 
their own card. Using only body movement they have to try and identify the other 
animal of the same species in as short a time as possible. 
 
Another variation of this activity is to do it blind folded (or you can insist that the 
students close their eyes) and to have them identify their ‘twin’ with only sounds. 
Hence horses will have to neigh and cows moo…etc. 
 

 
 
What advice would you give to a young actor who is fresh to physical theatre 
or theatre which is very physically demanding? 
 
Gani says that physical theatre requires the full use of body and voice. One has to be 
physically fit to be able to utilise a full range of physical movements and vocabulary. 
 
Yu-Beng believes that the main thing is to always admit that he can do what his 
character does (even though he is not an animal). The process seems physical but it 
comes from within, that you live, breathe and express it through your body in every 
way possible. 
 
Pam insists on getting a good physiotherapist and stretching well before every 
rehearsal. 
 
Gene says the trick is to sleep, rest well and keep your body hydrated. 
 
Denise shares that it is important to not be afraid of looking silly, to allow yourself to 
look foolish (occasionally to fulfil the role) and to have fun and PLAY! 
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SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 5 
 

Look at the advice from the actors and the list of humanized actions which the 
students have already discovered. Divide them into groups this time and have each 
group choose an animal. Eg. Horses or pigs or even snakes…etc. 
 
Give them a couple of minutes to discuss and practice, then show the rest of the 
class their chosen animal in a human setting. (The human setting can be suggested 
by the students or given by the teacher). 
 

 
 
 
Examples: 

� A herd of pigs shopping 
� A drove of horses eating dinner in a restaurant 
� A brood of chickens doing aerobics 
� A parliament of owls taking the MRT during rush hour 

 
Encourage the students to be as creative and wacky as possible.  
 
But most importantly to HAVE FUN. 
 

 
 


