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Oppose for the sake of opposing or Oppose for the good of Singapore? Are the 

young simply opposing the ruling party just for the sake of ‘change’, ‘democracy’ or 

‘competition’? This question has to be carefully thought of. Does it really make sense 

to oppose the party which had brought Singapore from a third world country to Asia’s 

lion city for the fun of it? Maybe some feels that questioning the establishment is 

cool? Are we really thinking rationally? Or are we just short-sighted? Singapore’s not 

a game, once you ruin it, it’s over. We aren’t like Greece, where there’s a European 

Union to back you up. We are unique. This was the first question ‘Cooling off Day’ (by 

Wildrice) brought up at the very beginning of the play.

The interesting thing about this play is that it sincerely reflects the people’s feelings 

and thoughts on Singapore’s political landscape. What really struck me at the end of 

the play was Singaporeans’ hunger for change. I had feeling that it was as though 

Singaporeans were deprived of their democratic voice, their right to vote. In the midst 

of the play, I found myself sympathising the people who were denied to participate in 

the democratic process.

‘Cooling off Day’ was undoubtedly hilarious and frank. It brought in many memorable 

elements of Singapore’s 2011 General Election as well as bits of Singapore’s political 

history, especially the controversial Marxist case. Also, the play also touched on the 

geo-political landscape of Singapore –between the ‘Easties’ and the ‘Westies’. 

(Please, it was really funny.) Of all, I found that the majority of the comments were 

challenging the establishment –the PAP. The bulk of the criticism was Lee Kuan Yew 

as well as unfair policies such as the GRC system.

Basically, the play was a compilation of peoples’ voices and emotions which regard 

Singapore politics. The actors managed to bring and represent the passion and true 

emotions of the people they were acting as.
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I was impressed by the impactful ending of the play, which the actors displayed 81 

white chairs and 6 red chairs on the stage within a few minutes. It symbolised the 

maturing of Singapore’s politics as well as the Opposition’s breakthrough in GE 2011. 

They added a twist to this by removing one of the red chairs off the stage at the end 

of the whole play.

I was glad and thankful that I was allowed to watch this play for MDA imposed a 

restriction on this play, it’s NC16. (Even politics is being censored) This is one very 

good reason why people are so hungry for change.
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