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Shane Mardjuki on the compliments he has received for
acting in drag. He plays Maggie Lai (above) in Purple. -- ST
PHOTOS: DESMOND WEE
 

 
 

BACKGROUND STORY

''You have good legs, they are so
long.''

Shane Mardjuki on the compliments
he has received for acting in drag.
He plays Maggie Lai in Purple

Book it

PURPLE

Where: Joyden Hall, Iluma

When: Aug 2 to 18, 8pm, with 3pm
weekend matinees. No shows on
Mondays

Admission: $45 from Sistic

NEXT STORY: Studio quality collaborations

Shane Mardjuki, 33
Vital statistics: 1.74m tall,
61kg

Role: Maggie Lai, a character
based on a Singaporean
transsexual, in Purple, a 1995
play written by Goh Boon Teck.
This restaging will be directed
by Rayann Condy, who last
directed Toy Factory's
production of Equus last year.

Fabulous quotient: Fledgling.
His one major role in drag was
at The Vlee Conference
(2009), a madcap comedy
revue that saw him play
characters from the Korean
pop group Wonder Girls to a
Nonya girl from the television
series The Little Nyonya.

What do you like best about going drag?
'On a superficial level, I like the compliments. I've
had: 'You make a very beautiful woman'. And I
thought, 'Good, finally there's something I'm good
at - being a woman.' It's also very liberating. You
forget who you are. You fall away.'

What do you hate most?
'The hair-removal process, especially the
decision- making part after the hair grows back.
Do you leave it to be ingrown or do you cut it off?
That's a pain.'

What did you do to get ready for the part?
'I've hung out with some transsexuals but I haven't
gone undercover. I'm filming an Okto programme
about kids with superpowers now and I'm very
hairy in the wrong places, so I can't pass off as a
woman.

'I'm also taking pole-dancing lessons. I suggested
to the director that my character should pole
dance because the script had so many long monologues. I'm the only guy in class.'

Wax or shave?
'I like the beginning of the post-wax period but that lasts for about two days. So I prefer to
shave. It's not as smooth but at least I can take care of it myself.'

What did you learn about women when you did drag?
'That they go through a lot of pain to look the way they look and they have it a lot harder
than men.'

If you could be a woman for a day, who would you choose?
'Oprah Winfrey. I want to be like her and be able to give c**p advice to people.'

Who's your favourite character in drag?
'Kumar.'

Who would win in a fight: Zaza from La Cage Aux Folles or Maggie Lai from Purple?
'Maggie. She is a warrior who fights to the death. She talks about dealing with weird
customers - she can definitely get down and dirty.'
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