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Ivan Heng (in pink, right), Glen Goei (in pink, left)
and the "La Cage aux Folles" dancers pose for
photos while crossing a busy intersection in
Orchard Road.
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'Drag Queens' and 'showgirls' turn heads on Orchard Road
By Han Wei Chou | Posted: 02 July 2012 1507 hrs

 

SINGAPORE: A gaudy procession of 'drag queens' and 'showgirls' left pedestrians and shoppers
on Orchard Road looking bewildered and amused on Saturday.

Curious tourists raised their cameras to snap pictures of the unusual sight, while swarms of
teenagers whipped out their phones and got photos of themselves with the 'showgirls' and the
towering 'drag queens' in glittery costumes.

At the head of the procession, dressed in full drag with loud pink costumes and feather boas
were Singapore theatre company Wild Rice's Artistic Director Ivan Heng and Associate Artistic
Director Glen Goei.

It turns out the procession was a publicity stunt to promote the company's upcoming
adaptation of the French play "La Cage aux Folles" which will debut on July 20 – the 'drag
queens' and 'showgirls' were actually the backup dancers who are working on the production.

"It's the first time I've done drag publicly.

"I am not really an actor, I'm a director. But you know, we love this show ("La Cage aux
Folles") so much, it's about family, it's about love, we think it's got a very important message," said Goei.

"So it's important enough for me to do this, to put on drag so that I can promote and tell people about the show, because we think it's very
important for Singaporeans to come and watch it."

"La Cage aux Folles" revolves around John, the son of a cabaret show host, who falls in love with the daughter of a politician that seeks to
shut down the colourful local nightlife.

Things get messy when John's father and his male partner, finally meet the ultra-conservative parents of their son's lover, leading to strained
ties both between and within the two families.

Following their walk down Orchard Road, the "La Cage aux Folles" group performed at the Pink Dot 2012 event held later that evening at
Hong Lim Park.

"I think we both stand for, in some ways, the same thing. We stand for the idea of family values.

"I think this is what it's about... There is much to celebrate, living here in Singapore and loving in Singapore," said Heng of their participation
in the event.

Pink Dot 2012, which aims to promote the understanding and acceptance of inclusiveness, diversity and a freedom to love among
Singaporeans, attracted some 15,000 attendees, including celebrities like actor Lim Yu Beng, comedian Kumar, as well as former-actress
Sharon Au.

-CNA/ha
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